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■Reminiscences 
flftr.  Justice  nn>acnn>abon 


I    HESE   Reminiscences  were  published 

in    weekly    p»rt5    in    the    Toronto 

"  News."     But  M  there  have  been  demands 

for    their    publication    in   another    form,    1 

readily  comply  with  the  request 

Toronto,  6tS  March.   1908, 
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PREFATORY 

It  was  mil  tlir  liitciiiinii  i,,  |i,i\,.  Miiuii'  piililii' at^v 
part  of  tht'«e  KfiiiiiiisccnceH  until  tliev  hiid  been  cc  i 
pleted  ii«  far  at  leant  as  the  defeat  of  the  Mackenzie 
Government  In  1«7W.  But  siioh  sinv,-  proeress  hns 
been  iniide  in  tlieii'  |ncini ration  in  i'onsc(|iii'iirc  of  tny 
alwenee  for  ciKJit  niontlis.  and  Iwr-aiisi'  the  time  whieii 
r-ould  l«'  devoted  tlicicto  was  contined  to  the  summer 
vacations,  that  the.v  have  onlv  hi-en  lii'ouKht  down  to 
the  defeat  of  John  Sandticid  Macdoiiald's  Ooveru- 

tion  of  the 
le  Honoiir- 


With  the  Compliments  o( 

MR.   JUSTICE    MACMAHON 


•se  of  now 
the  reason 
nuir,  Ksq.. 
1  with  Mr. 
i  still  alive. 
I  consider 
of  the  wit- 


scences  up 
Mackenzie 


i 


I 


IRemlnisccnces 


be 


^r.  5u8tfce  nDacnDabon 


PREFATORY 

part  ot  these  Reminiscences  until  they  had  been  com- 
pleted as  far  at  least  as  the  defeat  of  the  Mackenzie 
Government  in  1878.  Bnt  sn.h  slow  prngross  has 
been  made  in  their  preparation  in  .■onscjuen.-e  of  mv 
absence  foreisht  „„,„ths.  and  because  the  time  which 
could  b«.  de^ote.l  tliereto  was  ,-on«ne<l  to  the  summer 

thTif  ";*'T/'r  "/'"'  ""'''  •'«""  '^'•""S^t  down  to 
the  defeat  ot  Jolni  Sandfield  .Vla..d..nald's  Govern- 
ment. „,  l)eee.uber,  1871.  and  the  formation  of  the 
Adniinistration  under  the  leadership  of  the  Honour- 
able Kdward  Blake. 

I  would  not  have  adopted  tiie  course  of  now 
giving  publicity  to  this  fragment  but  for  the  reason 
that  Sir  John  Oarling  and  .1.  W.  Lanmnuir,  Esq 
who  wen.  pre.sent  at  the  -iiseuss.on  1  had  with  Mr: 
handheld  Maedonald  in  .lanuarv,  1871.  are  still  alive 
and  what  transpired  at  that  interview  I  consider 
should  receive  publicity  during  the  lives  of  the  wit- 
nesses. 

The  portion  of  the  f^oliti,.,!  Reminiscences  up 
to  and  -.nclusive  of  the  year  1878.  when  the  Mackenzie 


i. 


Government  was  defeated  and  Sir  John  Macdonald 
returned  to  power,  I  hope  to  have  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  Long  Vacation  of  next  year.  But  "as  it 
is  contemplated  to  bring  the  Reminiscences,  Political 
and  Legal,  down  to  a  much  later  period,  that  could 
not  be  accomplished  until  1910.  Circumstances 
must  determine  what  portions  thereof  shall  be  pub- 
lished before  that  date. 

October,  1907. 


The  original  intention  was  that  these  Reminis- 
cences should  commence  with  events  transpiring  sub- 
sequent to  the  Confederation  of  the  Provinces— the 
first  of  July,  1867.  But  in  order  to  make  intelUgible 
some  of  the  political  incidents  .subsequent  to  Con- 
federation, it  became  nece.ssary  to  advert  to  occur- 
rences antecedent  thereto,  and  particularly  to  tliose 
which  culminated  in  the  rupture,  iu  1862,  between 
John  Sandfleld  Macdonald  and  Thomas  D'Arcy 
McGee. 

Between  186:^  and  1867  T  saw  a  good  deal  of 
D'Arcy  McGee,  and  while  the  delegates  from  New 
Brunswick  favorable  to  Confederation  were  in  Mont- 
real, in  1865 — some  of  whom  were  his  guests — I  was 
frequently  at  his  house,  where  he  was  a  model  host, 
and,  being  unrivalled  as  a  raconteur,  proved  a  most 
entertaining  companion— there  not  being  a  dull 
moment  while  he  was  present.  During  a  part  of  the 
period  between  1864  and  1867  he  was  a  member  of 
John  A.  Macdonald 's  Cabinet,  and  often  diseussea 
with  me  the  lamentable  position  of  the  Catholics  in 
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I'pper  < 'atiiula— noarlv  all  (,f  wlidiii  liail  up  to  1850 
l)eeii  Niippditcr.s  of  the  Hcfoiiii  party,  led  }>y  the 
Honourable  K'ohert  Baldwin,  but  liad,  tlirougli  the 
uuieleutiuf;  liostility  and  iutolerauee  of  (ieorge 
Urowii,  been  driven  into  the  Consei-vative  eaniii,  au<l 
had  become  active  siii)porters  of  that  party  under 
the  leadership  of  Jolui  A.  Ma<'donald,  wlio  ever  after 
utilized  the  name  of  (ieoi-},'<'  lii-own  and  wiiat  lie 
called  "the  iniijuitous  malevolence  of  Tlir  O'lobi"  to 
keep  them  in  the  <  'onservative  UM.  So  that,  no  mat- 
ter how  strong  their  Liberal  predilections  nuglit  ha\e 
been,  .self-respect  forced  them  to  remain  supi)(>rters 
of  the  Conservative  party,  if  (ieorge  Browu  was  not 
to  .succeed  to  power.  The  result  was  they  were  bound 
to  the  wheels  of  John  A.'s  chariot,  who  was  thereby 
in  a  position  to  treat,  and,  until  an  election  was  at 
hand,  did  treat  them  with  utter  iniliffci'ence. 

It  was  with  the  design  of  I'emedyiug,  if  possible, 
this  humiliating  and  degrading  <'oudition  of  affairs 
tliat  1  sought  McOee's  advice  and  aid.  But  in  1864 
John  A.  Maedouald  liad  succeeded  to  power,  and  a 
coalition  Government  was  foiined,  of  which  ( ieorge 
Brown  was  for  a  short  time  a  member:  and  negotia- 
tions were  then  in  pi'ogress  witli  a  \iew  to  the  con- 
federation of  the  whole  of  the  Provinces.  It  being, 
therefore,  a  time  f)f  transition,  little  could  be  accom- 
jilished  towai'ds  cai'rying  out  the  object  of  my  mis- 
sion. Mr.  McGee,  however,  sti'ongly  advised  me  to 
take  an  interest  in  politics,  and  in  ISOfi  he  wrote 
urging  me  to  do  so. 


( 


McGee  had,  on  his  entrance  into  political  life 
allied  himself  witli  the  liefonn  party,  and  was' 
returned  in  that  interest  in  1858  for  one  of  the  Mont- 
real constitutencies. 

There  was  mueh  lip-Liberalism  in  those  days, 
and  It,  m  fact,  constituted  almost  the  whole  mental 
outfit  of  many  of  the  political  aspirants.  But  Mc- 
Gee was  thoroughly  imbuod  with  Liberal  principles, 
and  this,  combined  with  a  broad  mind  and  generous 
disposition,  and  aided  by  a  commanding  eloquence, 
made  him,  without  respect  of  party,  creed,  or  nation- 
ality, a  great  power  in  the  country. 


SaNDFIEM)   MaCUO.V .ALU's    GOVKK.NMENT. 

In  1862  John  Sandfield   Macdonald    (known 


by 


everyone  as  "Sandfield-')  btcame  Premier  of  United 
Canada,  and  McGee  entered  the  Cabinet  as  President 
of  the  Council.  During  the  session  of  18&3,  while 
preparins:  a  speech  he  intended  delivering  in  Parlia- 
ment, he  >vas  induced  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
House  to  abandon  its  preparation,  ,ind  the  speech 
(^ould  not  be  delivered  at  the  time  appointed.  This 
lapse,  Sandfield  Macdonald  was  ungenerous  enough 
not  to  overlook,  for  almost  immediately  there- 
after his  Government  was  defeated,  the  House 
was  dissolved,  a-d  Sandfield  went  to  the  coun- 
try, McGee  beiug  left  out  of  the  Cabinet. 
The  Government  was,  on  its  appeal  to  the  electoi-s, 
sustained  by  a  small  majority.  But  McGee  had  his 
revenge  on  Sandfield,  whom  he  mercilessly  eviscer- 
ated when  the  House  again  met,  and  was  mainly  the 
cause  of  his  being  driven  from  power. 
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McGf-e  as  a\'  Orator. 

If  "the  faculties  ..f  an  „rat„c  are  jud^ent  and 
nnagination,  and  reason  an.l  olo.,non.-e  tl.e  prodiu't  of 
these  fa,M,ltie.s."  MoGee  stoo.i  unequalled  as  an 
omtor.  H,.  had  a  mind  richlv  endowed,  and  a 
memory  tliat  was  a  ^•eritable  storehouse  of  ..lassie 
treasures:  his  dietion  was  plain  but  for.ible.  and  his 
facts  were  ma,^halled  so  as  to  present  a  perfectly 
balanced  argimient.  He  had  keen  and  .austie  wii 
could  be  brilliantly  epigranunatie,  was  a  perfect 
master  of  invective,  while  he  had  "a  voice  of  music 
which  lent  melody  to  scorn." 

Mr  Fennings  Taylor  (Clerk  of  the  House  of  Com- 
nions),  m  ..is  sketch  of  McGee'.s  life,  sav.s-  "It  is 
difficult  for  those  who  have  observed  him  doselv  and 
knew  h,m  well  to  write  with  calmness  of  his  great 
.ntellectual  powers:  neither  is  it  easy,  with  the  music 
ot  h,s  melodious  voi,-e  still  ringing  in  our  ears,  to 
speak  of  aught  else  than  of  the  marvellous  skill  with 
which  he  could  pour  out  his  .soul  in  language  mo.st 
ehctouslv  chosen.-      And  Mr.  Joseph  i^.pc^  in  his 
hfe  of  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald.  .says:  ".McGee  was 
endowed  with  many  rare  gifts,  not  the  least  of  which 
was  h,s  oratori.    I  power,  in  irspect  of  which,  with 
the  single  exception  of  Jose,,h  Howe,  he  has  never 
had  an  equal  in  Canada." 

In  order  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  incisi veness  of 
his  style  as  a  T'arliamentary  debater,  and  as  demon- 
strating what  an  egregious  blunder  .Sandfield  Mac- 
donald made  when  he  left  McGee  out  of  the  Cabinet 
1  give  the  following  extracts  from  his  speech  in  the' 
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House  on  VMh  Octobpr,  186H,  on  tlie  "Volunteer  and 
Volunteer  and  Militia  Bills,"  where  he  said,  in  part; 
"Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  vote  for  the  ttual  passage  of 
the  bills  now  bofoi'c  you.  not  that  I  consider  the 
Militia  Bill  the  l)est  or  the  fittest  measure  tor  Canada 
— not  because  I  think  the  Volunteer  Bill  one  which 
will  satisfy,  or  eould  be  expected  to  sjitisfy,  the  volun- 
teers of  this  country — but  becau.se  I  regard  this  Gov- 
ernment as  merely  a  Provisional  (Government. 
It  can  be  considered  in  no  other  light  witli  its  ma,iori- 
ties  of  one.  two.  and  tliree.  and  because,  though  it  is 
a  great  raisfortimc  to  a  country  to  have  merely  an 
lid  interim  Goverunient  in  critical  times,  yet  pro- 
vision must  be  made,  means  and  machinerv  must  be 
provided,  for  some  degree  of  defence,  even  under  the 
immense  disadvantage  of  placing  them  under  the 
hands  of  sucli  a  Government.  [  do  not  think  in  the 
present  hands  the  cfnmtry  will  get  value  for  the 
money  voted.  ♦  »  *  in  y^jn  w(i  vote  pay  to 
militiamen,  and  clothing  and  arms  to  volunteers,  if 
we  cannot  present  to  the  world  without  the  spectacle 
of  a  Government  calculated  to  inspire  them  with 
respect,  and  to  our  own  people  at  home  such  a  con- 
duct of  affairs  as  will  enlist  their  cheerful  and  united 
co-operation,  in  bearing  the  cost  and  jierforming  the 
duties  of  this  or  any  other  system  of  militia 
organization.  ♦  *  *  ff  js  necessary  to  make 
good  the  rapid  decadence  of  the  political  hopes 
formed  of  the  Macdonald-Dorion  combination  of  May 
last — hopes  are  formed  alike  of  'new  brooms' 
and  new  Governments — and  this.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  .shall  endeavor  to  do  in  a  very  summary 
10 


manner.  Tt  will  he  rememlieml  hv  tlip  House  that 
the  avowed  dissolution  of  May  hist  Wiis  to  eiuihle  the 
eountry,  by  eleetinR  a  new  Parliament,  to  i-einedy  the 
inherent  weakness  whieh  a  too  i-lose  balance 
of  parties  was  found  to  have  created  in  the 
last  F'arliaineut.  That  was  the  avowed  object, 
and  what  was  the  result?  The  strong  men 
— strenjrthened  by  so  iiian.\  other  stroiiK  men,  making 
•in  election  with  all  the  advantages  of  their  position, 
real,  iniaginary,  |)resent  and  jirospective — these 
strong  men  sui  ceeded  in  splitting  the  country,  ea.st 
and  west,  with  a  diagonal  line,  throwing  two-thirds  of 
the  east  on  one  side,  and  two-thirds  of  the  west 
on  the  other.  They  succeeded  in  giving  us 
two  compact  sectional  majorities,  and  thus  this 
session  staggered  on,  while  (\-inada,  like  Issacliar,  '-w 
a.ss  between  two  burdens,'  groaned  under  tlie  two- 
fold infliotion.  «  •  •  jf  ti,p  ({overnment 
had  depended  for  party  support  to  carry  even  the 
present  measures  they  knew  well  they  would  liave 
ftiled ;  they  knew  well  there  are  enough  of  their  suj)- 
porters  hostile  to  all  such  legislation  to  lea\e  them  in 
a  minority — two  votes  ,'hanged  can  do  it  at  any  time 
— if  the  Oppositioii  proper  and  the  independent 
members  had  chosen  to  make  a  united  stand  against 
any  one  provision  of  these  measui'es.  This  fact  every 
one  knows,  but  the  oi'gans  of  the  Administration  Avill 
l>e  careful  not  to  mention  it.  Xow,  sis  to  the  finan- 
cial legislation  promised  us  in  his  Kxcellency's  speech, 

what  has  become  of  that  ?      We  were  (iromised " 

The  Honourable  J.  R.  Macdonaid  here  rose  to  a 
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'I-H^xtim.  of  or,!,.,-.     M..  ,v„„M  ,„  k„..w  if  fh,-  lu.n 

iJ^lltlieltt:    '•""■'•' -^"-^ -'•'--'■ -make 

Honourable  Air.  M,.(i„.  ,,,„„„.,, ._  .. , 

r'oss.hlc.      Certainly  ,t  seems  t.,  me  a  most  iuiportant 
-..sulerafon  f-..r  the  seeurity  of  Canada  wl  4    ^  ve 
have  a  strong  Oovernn.ent  or  n  weak  one.  a  ,      ,„ 
".•  an  nnpopnlar  Administration.      X..tw it!  st  m  lit 
-ese  exenrsions.  T  hope  before  7  sit  dow     r    ^  k^ 

":vSKr""""^'""^""^^- -- 

'r.nRniR   tl„.  ,.xp,.nd,t,ire  of  tbe  eon.„rv  within  its 

mw  implied   in  the  Speeelf  was  viS;  "'mC" 
om      there     was     a     paraRra|,h     in     the     Speed, 

J.  S.  Macdonald)  ean.  T  s„pp„se.  see  the  relevanev  of ' 
".  i-elat,on  to  our  Atlantie   and    Paeifie    TelSaph 
rompany.  and  its  value  as  a  'militarv  work'    o  ./h 
Tlritish-Ameriean     Provinees  '      -Rut     «-!,„/ 

He    wonld    far    rather    ^ve    his    ]ei.sure   T  act 

'np:    ns    h,s    own    whipper-in.      A    whipper^^in  t 
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a  necessary  Parliament,  rv  agent,  an  office  all 
very  well  for  a  junior  member;  but  ..  I'rime  Minister 
who  IS  his  own  wliipper-in  is  har.Ilv  Hkelv  to  trouble 
his  heart  very  mueh  about  anvthinff '  ..onoerning 
the  <-onsolirtatiou  of  British  Amvru-u.  I  now 
distin..tly  ..harge  the  honourable  gentleman  and 
his  r.ollpng„p.s  with  having,  from  whatever  motives 
so  entangled  and  embroiled  the  Fiiterrolonial  Railwiv 
negotiations  with  the  Lower  Provinc-<.s  that  thev  have 
not  only  sought  to  get  rid  of  the  basis  agreed  on  at 
Quebe.  ,n  September.  1862.  but  thev  ha^•e  got  rid  of 
the  survey  they  themwhes  proposed,  and  for  which 
one  week  ago,  we  voted  the  proximate  sum  of  $20,- 

\f\J\J, 

An  Honourable  Member:  "What  has  that  to  do 
with  the  militia  r' 

Honourable  Mr.  MfOee— "  Everything.  If  we 
are  to  have  a  .system  of  defence  all  the  vear  round  it 
IS  most  essential  to  know  how  we  are  to  set  to  the  sea 
five  months  of  the  year.  Tf  we  are  to  defend  our- 
selves or  to  be  defended  from  England,  from  which 
we  mu.st  derive  'wars  two  main  hinges-iron  and 
gold.'  " 

An  Honourable  Member— "Wliose  is  that?" 
Honourable  Mr.  McGee— "The  phrase  is  Mil 
ton's,  who  had  it  from  Machiavelli:  who  mav  have 
had  it.  as  was  popularly  .«uppo,sed.  from  'Old  Mck  ' 
One  of  the  two  hinges,  at  least,  of  all  defence 
we  must  derive  from  England,  and  that  will" 
depend  on  the  exhibit  our  'stnrdv  beggar'— the 
phra.se  is  his  own.  not  mine— the  Minister 
of  Finance  may  make  in  England.  Xow.  we  will 
13 
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"""«;'"■    ""'    ' '"-'I'l''    .\liMi.st,.r    safHv     .,mv,.,l 

;"      '"""';"',     i"     ^ 'Ii     "f     Lis     four     >nilli„„,s 

•«...    (.iirln.lini:    th..    #<MHMK)(»    (■.„•    .l,.tVn.M.s),  ,„ui 

"'""«''  '"■^'  i"  '•'<■  '■■•-".I  r,„-  ,,  „„„„,,„.  „,.  will 
■"'mKiM.'  him  ,.,n,.,.^,in^.  into  tl,..  v.rv  snM.-tuni-v  nf 
Mnfisl,  ,.r,.,l,f.  ir,.  will  H.,.1  lM.r,„v  hi,,,  nu;-rhnuls 
«Ji..  know  l,„w  t„  „i,it,.  ||„.  i,„.^„,  k„„wl,..lt.,.  „f  stntrs- 
ii'<'ii  with  tl„.  k,...|,..sl  Mtt..„ti„„  t„  tl,..i,-ow„  i„10,VSfs 
MlKl  .),<'n  IK.t  „ltoK,.tl„.,-  iK,„„-„„,  „f  „.l,„t  l,„.s  ,,„ss...l 
"M.I  ,s  ,.nssi„(r,  i,>  <'„„;„|„.       |,„,,^,i,„,  n„.  i,„„„„,.,,,|,; 

KOUtU'UUU,    i„,li,.„ti„i;   to    S„,.|,    „„.„    t|„.    i;,,,„,„|s     f..,' 
fllt„l'(.  l.,M.,s  to  C,,,,,,,!,-,  |,v  s„.vii,,u':  •(),„•  (Jov,.|-„„„.„t 

wr„t  to  tl,o  ,.o„„t,-y  Inst  .J„i„..  „i„|  ,y,.  ,.,sti„,„t,., r 

'•xiMM-t,.,l  .„„.ioHtv  „t  two.,ty  ,.,■  tw(.„tv-Hv..,  I,„f  „„- 
tor-t>imit(.|y.  we  fo.in.l  wl,..„  the  Iloiisr  „i,.t  tl,„t  we 
>"<!  two  ties  tl„.  fi,-s1  w.rk.       How,.v,.,-.  w,.  ,li.|  „„,. 
i)cst  to  st,>,-,nrri„.„  .„„.s,,iv,.s  i,y  s(.Mti„ir  i„  the  fro„s,. 
a  I>i'ivf,tr  ,.,.,'so,i  (.Ml'.  I,',i„ki,i)  ,,s  „„.„||„.,.  f,„.  i.;«^,,^ 
Fn  tli,s.  „„foi-tii,i,-,t,.|y.  w,.  fi,il,.,|.     A   w.rk  lat,.,'  m- 
Mi"l,.,'w,.„t     tl,..     o,,l,,,l     „f     M     w„„t-of-,.„„ti,l..  ,.T 
niot,o„.  ,i„,l  ,„iiTo\vly  ,.s..,-,,„.,l  ),y  „  ,„,,  joiMtv  of  th.-PC 
ni  i,   f,ill  TTo,i,so.        I,„„„.,li„t,.|y.  scoiriK  so.o.-thir,,; 
sl,o„l,l  hr  ,lo„...  w..  took  the  Miov,.,.  „f  thi,t  ,l,oti<in— 
ii     <listin«:„i.sl„.,l     „„.n,l«.r     of      ti.,.      House— and 
nia.lc  „   ,T„an-..  of  hi,,,.       (Mr.    L.     \'.    Si,.ott<.     ■, 
<'oi,s..rvntiv(.,    w„s    ,.,v,itp.l    „    .r,„l^r,,    tl,..    .-,th'o"f 
S,.pt,.i„lK.i.,   \mV)       The   „iis,.i,tef„l    people   of   his 
•■o,ist,t„..i,i.y.  l,ow..v..,.,  i,ot  .seoiim:  theii-  (l„tv  it,  that 
liillit.  s..„t  „s  i„  his  st<.i,<l  a  .lete,ini„e<l  Oppositionist 
(Mv.  Kayinoi,.!).  so  w..  „,i,f1e  nothing  l,v  civi,,,;  him 
tl,e  .TiidReship:  still,  we  think  the  i„R,.n„itv  .lisplavert 
ent,tl..s  our  Ooverm„,.nt  to  ..■,.,.„t  .■onsi<ie,-,-,tion'  i„ 
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E.iR,and-Pr«y.  lend  iis  fo.ir  ,„illions.-       Jm„rinc 

nwayth,.    .ondurt  ,.f  his  Oov,.n.,n,.r.t   i„  the    /^ 
tcrcolonial  negotiation.,  an.l  being  obliRed  to  sav. 
for  the  trnth  will  be  in  Kngland  b.-f,.,,.  hi,„„it  will 
Ntand  in  his  path  by  the  Mersey  and  the  Thames  '[t 
IN  true,  we  proposed  a  snrv.'y  to  the  Lower  IVovii.ees 
and    the    Colonial     Serretary.    and     Uotl,     parties 
aeeepte,    our  proposal;  if  is  true,  w    went  through 
the  moekery  of  ,oting  an  item  of  f.'O.OOt).  for  that 
survey,   and   m.ming  a  surveyor;  but  we  found  so 
many  of  our  Western  supporters  adverse  to  it   that 
we   subse,,MentIy    invented    eonditions    whieh    eon,- 
pelle.1  the  Lower  Provinms  to  <Ieeli„e  going  on  an.l 
the  Colonial  OflRee  to  re.-all  their  engine.-r.  for  whieh 
sppcmien  of  our  good  faith  we  think  vou  ought  t,. 
putj-onfidenee  in  ns-(\,„  you  lend  us  four  .nillions  / 
r  aeeept  the.se  bills  now  to  be  read  for  the 
third  tune,   not  heeanse  they  are  the  best   po.ssibl. 
mil.tia  legislation,  but  beeause  thev  are  tli..  best  we 
'■an  get  frr.m  this  Provisional  (Jovernment.       But 
will  you  go  on  ruling  the  .-ountry  with  a  maioritv  of 
one.  two.  or  three f      Will  you  weaken  and  expose 
and  m.peril  the  eouutry  by  su.-h  a  ,.o„rs..  at  sueh  •» 
time?      Or  do  you  expert,  by  privat..  bartering  with 
individual  members,  to  win  over  during  the  reeess 
<me.  two,  or  three  more  !      In  Lower  Canada-who  N 
the  Lower  Canadian  traitor  who  ,an  fa.^e  his  eon- 
«tituents  wearing  your  lively?" 

Two  months  after  th<.  delhv.-v    of  his  speeeh 
Deeember,  186:1.  Mr.  A.  X.  Riehards  be.anie  Soli.-i- 
tor-General  ii;  Sandfleld  Maedonald's  Ooveniment, 
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but  on  appcHliiiK  ♦<•  liix  .onHfitui-ntK  for  rcelpction 
thPtt.  wnH  H  l,it,..r  HKlif.  i„  uhi-h  .l..|,n  A.  M«Hon«l,l 
nnd  I)  Aivy  M,.(i,.,.  «.,.,•..  h,  tl„.  f,.re-f,,,nt  ,.n  behalf 

11       «      •■':""♦'""•  •""'  '"'   '•'"•lim. t  «sH,.nibli„K. 

Nu.l.lH..|,l.  f.Tl.nK  am<uiv.l  timt  ..i.  th.-  ttm  voto  l.r 
would  he  ilnvcri  fmin  |,„w<.r.  icNiKiicil. 

As  fiiith.T  .IcirioMstivitiiiK  .VIo(l,.,.'-s  ,„„v,.|-K  »s 
>»i  orator,  arul  ,iIno  ummU-MiuK  thr  sjiKa-ioiis  ainl 
«tat.-smanlik..  inrthod  of  ,l..ali„K  "itl,  a  suLje.-t  as 
l.roa.l  as  tli,.  ( 'orifrdrratio,,  of  tl  l'rovin..,.s'  (tli,.„ 
ahoiif  IwuiK  .onsiimmntp.l),  and  ,.„■  ..rndition  dis- 
f.1«.v,.d  iM  its  tr,.atiM..Mt.  I  ^Mv,.  tl...  K,v..t,.r  |.ortl..,. 
ot  an  address  on  "Th,-  Kntur,-  of  British  Aineri..,," 
<lel    erpd  hy  him  at  Lo.i.loii  in  IWiti.  when  he  said : 

Thk  Kiri  iif:  ok  UmrisM  A.mkiik  a. 
"f  enter  on  this  subject.  Mr.  iMav.ir.    of    the 
Hitnre  of  British  Anierira,  at  this  time.'with  a  great 
deftree  of  f.mf)den..<.  and  satisfaction.       I  consider 
and  r  think  all  must  consider  who  l<M)k  at  the  facts' 
tairly,  that  the  projected  union  of  British  America--! 
to  which,  r  see.  more  than  one  of  the  mottoes  upon 
the  .-nils  of  this  fine  chamber  bear  testimonv-has 
Ronc  throuRli  its  fii^t  stage  siicccssfullv.    The  second 
stage  is  now  fast  approaching-Tmperial    Legis], . 
t.on:  and  the  third  is  not  far  otT-the  putting  into 
operatKui  of  the  new  system.       ;  do  not  sav  that  all 
IS  plain  sailing  even  now;  but  when  T  look  back  two 
.shoi-t  years,  and  remember  that  it  was  onlv  in  Sen- 
teraber.  ]8fi4.  the  first  actual  overture  towards  union 
was  made  at  the  Conference  of  Oharlottetown  •  when 
I  rememl)er  that  we  have  had  .since  then  the  Quebec 
l(i 
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ronfeppn.T,  th.-  (•..i.fc-ion.r  of  „ur  MinJNtpn.  with  the 
impennl  Cnbinrf  nt  L..nHon  in  J,,,,,..  tHR',.  th..  fon- 
Menife  C„uuri\  „f  Trmlo.  rrpoal  of  thr  R...ipr,K;iJv 
rwaty.  tho  WpNt   |,„l|„„  rommcirial  Commission 
and  fwo  iin,„.,l  (IcinohMtratioim  (in  n  itmit  flcKrpc 
Mhrnulaf...!    by    hato-d    to    Con  fed.- ration     policy) 
aKHinst  th.sr  I'i(,vinceN;  when  1  .l,>  ,vincmlK>r  that 
'•ontriiry  to  all  predictions  of  the  rroakers,   Tpper 
and  Lower  <\mada  fonn.l  no  insuperable  diffienlties 
in  arranffin^f  in  Joint  eouneil  their  new  lo,.ai  eonstitn- 
tions-when  I  remember  that  all  these  are  the  events 
of  two  shoit  yeai-s.  F  ennnot  but  feel— I  trust  it  is 
not  presmnptuons  t.i  say  s.^-thnt  the  hand  of  (}od 
alone  .•nuld  Imve  thus  ordered  events-eould  have  so 
bitted  and  bridled  the  passions  and  stilled  the  antipa- 
thies of  rival  party  leaders,  as  to  render  these  things 
possible  to  IIS  within  so  short  a  space  of  time       But 
the  greatest  difficulties.   p<rhaps.   which   we   had   to 
over.-onie  were  the  n-   '   al  want  of  the  knowle.lffe  of 
the  Provinces  and      (    personal  ambition  of  partv 
leaders.      Tn  ISai.  witi     he  Hon.  Mr.  Ferrier.  of  the 
Fpper  House,  we  broiiirhi   .ne  hundred  leadiuK  Cana- 
dians through  the  Lower  Provinces- and  last  year 

we  had  towards  tl lose  of  their  return  excursion 

one  hiindre<l  and  fen  .Maritime  Pro\  in.'c  quests  at 
Montreal.  The  writing  of  our  public  journals,  and 
the  (\.nfe(leratioii  .lebatcs.  ami  the  late  excellent 
pamidilet  of  Air.  Brydges  on  the  trade  relations  of 
the  Provinces,  have  di.«si|)ated.  so  far  as  Canada  Is 
concerned,  the  ignorance  which  pivvailed.  oiilv  a  few 
.veai^s  ago.  as  to  the  resources,  extent,  and  |.rogress 
"f  the  Maritime  Provinces. 
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"But  the  obstacles  arising  from  the  personal 
ambition  of  party  leaders  have  not  been  so  entirely 
overcome,  and  we  shall  i)r«bal)ly  carr\-  that  evil  with 
ns  into  councils  of  the  Confederation  itself  when  it 
goes  into  (ii)eration.  We  have  seen  the  working:  of 
this  sinister  spirit  one  after  another  in  all  the  Pr  >- 
vinces — in  some  later,  in  others  earlier — in  some  one 
pretext,  in  others  under  various  di.SKuises.  In  one 
Province  it  takes  the  disRiiise  of  local  patriotism;  in 
another,  of  religious  zeal :  in  another  it  throws  off  all 
disguise,  and  thus  boldly  avows  its  hostility  either 
to  all  union  or  to  the  chief  authors  and  promoters 
of  th's  pai'ticnlar  plan  of  union.  Some  i)retend  to 
desire  an  immediate  consolidation,  which  is  wholly 
impracticable;  otiiers  fa.sten  on  the  details;  others 
A-ilify  the  character  of  the  statesmen  who  ha\e  drawn 
the  pl.m  :  but  it  is  no  injustice  to  them  to  say  that  the 
motives  of  the  enemies  of  ujiion  are  (|uite  as  visible, 
though  far  fr()m  being  as  ]mre.  as  the  waters  of  some 
of  our  lakes,  where  you  {-an  discern  objects  at  the 
bottom  fifty  f.rthoms  deep.  Tt  was  said  of  Cae.sar 
that  he  had  rather  be  first  in  a  \illage  than  second  in 
Rome,  thougli  Paesar  was  not  the  man  to  say  any- 
thi  >7  of  the  kind.  But  to  descend  from  the  sublime 
Ci\r-  r  to  the  original  Mrs.  Partington — Sydney 
Smith's  Mrs.  Partington— who  was  known  to  be  great 
upon  a  puddle,  but  was,  according  to  her  biographer, 
nothing  at  all  as  against  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  T  do  not 
sfiy  that  a  public  man  should  not  protect  his  personal 
pt>sition.  and  even  his  personal  interest,  in  ]>olitics, 
so  far  as  consistejit  with  the  public  service:  but  it  is 
certainly  a  grer.t  e\il  and  a  great  danger  to  society 
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whenever  a  party  leader  becomes  influential,  who 
looks  at  every  other  public;  man.  and  every  public 
measure,  from  his  own  narrow,  limited  loophole  of 
self -advantage;  when  he  asks  himself  of  (nerv  can- 
didate and  every  colleague :  Will  he  follow  me  f    Can 
1  use  Inmr      Can  I  make  a  tool  of  him?       Will  he 
endorse  my  paper?      Will  he  second  my  motions* 
Will  he  sit  in  his  seat  and  wait  till  I  rise  in  mine* 
I    say,    it    is    an    evil    and    a    danger     to     .society 
when  party  leaders  of  that  stamp    obtain    power; 
nothing  good  and  nothing  great  was  evci'  done  in 
politics   ivithout  self-denial    and    disinterestedness. 
The  man  to  whom  the  letter  "  1 "  is  always  the  first  let- 
ter of  the  alphabet,  and  the  middle  letters  and  the 
last  letter,  and  greater  than  any  combination  of  all 
the   other   letters,     never    can    be   a   true    patriot. 
It    is   a   singula!-    testimony    to    the    grand    and 
generous    scope  and  intent  of  the  proposed  union 
m^'asure,  that  all  the  confirmed  egotists— all  the  men 
whose  self-conceit  is  proverbial  in  their  several  Pro- 
vinces—all   the    merely     personal     politicians— are 
anti-unionists  to  a  man.     They    have    made    their 
politics  subservient  to  their  personal  exigencies,  and, 
with  themselves,    their    system    and   their  aspira- 
tions   must     dissolve    and     jiass    away.       In    the 
next  stage  of  the  measure— the  stage  of   Imperial 
legislation— no  .serious  inipedinient  i.s,  1  think,  likely 
to  ri.se.      Among  the  colonial  delegates  themselves 
there  will  be  no  difficulty;  on,   representatives  and 
those  of  the  other  Provinces  have  always  been  able 
to  come  to  agreement  in  former  cases  of' joint  action 
—at  Quebec,  at  Washington,  and  on  the  West  Indian 
commercial     mission.       J*     is    certainly     to    be 
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regretted  that  we  could  not  all  have  met  in  Lon- 
don to  ijeifect  the  measure,  before  the  close  of  last 
session;  but  when  the  time  comes,  in  which  all  the 
reasons  for  our  own  course  can  be  publicly  explained 
on  the  part  of  Canada,  1  do  not  fear  but  that  our  coun- 
try-men on  the  seaboard  will  hold  us  guiltless  of  any 
intentional  or  unnecessary  delay. 

"Mr.  Mayor,  another  branch  of  the  subject  re- 
mains to  be  examined,  and  1  am  done.  Although 
often  before  described,  some  sketch  of  the  phj'sical 
outlines  of  British  America  is  necessary  to  my  pres- 
ent purpose.  British  America,  then,  covers  a  third 
part  of  the  whole  continent  iu  extent,  and  embraces 
about  a  seventh  of  the  habitable  part  i.t  the  conti- 
nent. We  have  no  neighbors  to  tlie  north  and  none 
to  the  north-west,  except  the  inconsiderable  settle- 
ments of  Russia  in  the  North  J'acific.  Our  2,600,000 
square  miles  of  territory,  with  a  double  frontage  on 
two  oceans;  our  interwoven  wonderful  watercourses; 
the  marine,  mineral,  and  agricultural  riches  of  our 
country;  the  4,000,000  of  intelligent,  loyal  people 
who  inhabit  these  Provinces,  must  constitute  us, 
when  united,  the  second  of  North  American  powei-s. 
Now,  1  know  well  there  is  an  active  propagandist 
school  growing  up  in  England,  who  teach  the 
paradox  that  by  diminishing  the  area  of  English 
responsibility  they  can  increase  tlic  volume  of  Eng- 
land's power:  that  the  true  way  to  make  their  coun- 
try greater  is  to  make  her  less,  that  to  increase  her 
perpendicular  she  mu.st  diminish  her  base.  I 
will  only  answer  to  that  style  of  argument  by 
pointing  to  the  .state  of  facts  as  they  exist  in  North 
America.  A  great  power,  a  first-class  power,  has 
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grown  into  being  on  this  continent  witliin  a  century; 
that  great  pacific  power  has  become  a  first-class 
mUitary  power  witliiu  the  present  decade,  and  I 
ask  the  anti-colonial  doctrinaires,  did  ever  a  new 
nation  inherit  the  tempting  estate  of  power  with- 
f  out  using  and  enjoying  it?      Commercially,    Eng- 

land and   America  are  destined  to   be  rivals,   not 
I  allies— rivals  on  land,  rivals  on  sea.      If  a  commer- 

cial policy  be  the  be-all  and  the  end-all  of  British 
statesmanship,  how  will  they  maintain  that  policy, 
how  will  they  hold  their  own  on    the    Atlantic  or 
Pacific  without  a  post  or  a   fort   mu  eithei'  ocean 
which   they   can    call    their   own.       If     1    were  an 
Englishman  1  would  resent,  as  the  woi-st  species  of 
incivism,  such  arguments  as  those  of  the  anti-Colon- 
ist faction :  being  a  Canadian  representati\e,  I  con- 
tent myself  with  saying  that  I  firmly  believe  no  other 
influence  would  have  such  a  tendency— did  it  rise  to 
Imperial  proportions— to  estrange  these  Provinces 
altogether  from  the  Mother  Country,  as  the  evil  in- 
fiuence     of     the     new-light     political     philosophy. 
When   United   British  America    will  start    on    its 
race   with    4,000.(X)0  of  a   free   people,   in   religion 
they  will  be  about  55  per  cent.  Protestant  to  45  per 
cent.  Catholic ;  in  some  localities  the  religious  minor- 
ity may  be  small,  and  may  apprehend  local  oppres- 
sion, but  the  two  great  masses  will  be  too  nearly  bal- 
anced to  suffer  any  oppression  to  be  long  inflicted  on 
the    co-religionists    of    either.      Our  near  equality 
will   be  the   best   guarantee   of  our   mutual    toler- 
ance.      AVith    one-half    of    the    constituent    power 
against  him,  it  is  evident  that  no  fanatic,  no  bigot, 
no  troubler  of  other  men's  consciences,  no  insulter 
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of  other  men's  creeds,  (•an  ever  lise  to  the  dimen- 
sions of  a  statesman  in  British  America. 

Pbotectios  of  Minorities. 

"The  minorities  East  and  West  have  really  noth- 
ing to  fear  beyond  what  always  existed,  local  irrita- 
tions produced  by  ill-disposed  individuals.  The 
strong  am  and  the  long  ai-m  of  the  Confederate 
power  will  be  extended  over  them  all,  and  woe  be 
to  the  wretch  on  whom  the  ami  shall  have  to 
descend  in  angei-  for  any  violation  of  the 
Federal  compact  f  Now.  gentlemen,  having  the 
material  edifice  fairly  under  way— having  the  foun- 
dations dug  out  and  the  capital  and  means  at  hand  to 
build— what  do  we  want  for  the  construction  of  a 
noble  fabric  where  we  and  our  posterity  may  enter 
in  and  inhabit  ?  We  want,  of  course,  experience  of 
the  new  duties  of  our  new  sphere,  before  we  can  fall 
into  their  habitual  discharge;  but  we  want  immedi- 
ately, and  shall  want  continually,  to  cidti\ate  a 
broad,  embracing  public  spirit,  which  will  bear 
us  up  as  individuals,  and  as  a  people,  to  great 
achievements.  Localism— a  very  good  feeling  in 
itself— with  proper  limits,  must  be  taught  to  know 
its  i)roper  place;  sectionali.«m  must  be  subordinate; 
above  all,  combative  and  aggressive  sectarianism, 
especially  when  carried  into  the  domain  of  polities, 
must  by  every  good  man  be  put  under.  I  have 
always  .siiid.  and  T  now  again  say,  that  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  any  Christian  man  indifferent  in  the 
practice  of  what  he  professes  to  believe ;  such  a  man 
can  hardly  be  honest — he  certainly  cannot  be  a  time 
man.  I  wish,  for  my  part,  that  every  man  had  the 
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zeal  of  Paul,  if  he  only  added  to  it  the  charitv  of 
John.      But  against  polemical  bitterness  and  vitu- 
peration, against  spiritual  caliunny  and  sa.'red  scan- 
dal, let  there  be    always    in    British  America    the 
strongly  expressed  reprobation  of  a  sound  and  active 
public  opinion.      There  are— I  grieve  to  say  there 
are— newspapers,  for  example,  printed  and  encour- 
aged amongst  us  whose  conductors  seem  to  think  that 
they  do  Ood  service  by  picking  up  and  reprinting 
every    disgusting   anecdote,   true    or   false,    at    the 
expen.se  of  the  .-lergy    or    the    members    of    other 
churches.    Against  this  habitual  anti-crusade,  which 
poisons  .xo  many  credulous  minds— which  estranges 
so  many  good  neighbor.,  -which  inflames  so  much 
rancor— which  freezes  in  its  genial  soui'cp  so  much 
true  Christian  charity:  against  this  gi^eot  evil  and 
great  danger   to   our   internal   unity   as   a    people, 
I  beg    to    ask.    gentlemen,    and    you.    too.    ladies,' 
your  hearty  co-operation.      There  is  a  favorite  say- 
ing handed  down  to  us  from   a  great    character   of 
antiquity,  that  "a  great  spirit  beneflteth  a  great  for- 
lime."  and  surely  the  great  good  fortune  of  British 
America  ca'ls  aloud  for  the  cultivation  of  such  spirit. 
I  feel  that  we.  too.  have  o\ir  manifest  destinv  as  well 
as  our  neighbors— a  sub.ject  T  hope  more  fiillv  to  dis- 
cuss with  the  good  people  of  Hamilton  on  Satur- 
day.      T  feel  that  to  some  extent,  while  we  have 
greatness    thrust  upon  us  by  the  cctncurrence    of 
events,  or.  more  reverently  speaking,  by  the  disposi- 
tion of  Providence,  it  is  but  a  preparatory  and  pre- 
liminary  greatness    which    we    shall    assuredly   be 
accountable  for  hereafter,  should  we  abuse  or  misuse 
it.      Conscious  of  that  sood  fortune,  animated  by 
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the  spirit  it  should  briuf;  with  it,  let  us  cease  to  be 
Newfoimdlandei's,  Nova  Scotians,  New  Brunswick- 
ers,  and  Canadians :  let  us  cherish  a  love  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  j)repnre  to  extend  to  every  fellow- 
subject  of  whatever  section  or  sect  or  speech  or  creed, 
the  dear  name,  without  reservation  or  qualification, 
the  talismanic  title,  the  beloved  distinction  of 
fellow-countrymen  as  well  as  fellow-sub.jects!" 

Browx  A\-n  THF  Coalition-. 

The  Coalition  Ooxernment,  already  mentioned, 
of  which  Mr.  John  A.  Macdonald  was  Prime  Minister 
and  George  Brown  a  member,  was  formed  in  .June, 
1864,  but  Mr.  Brown  retired  in  Deccnibci'.  1865. 
through  piipic  because  ]\fr.  Howland  was  selected  to 
accompany  Mr.  Oalt  to  Washington  in  comiection 
with  the  proposed  renewal  of  the  Reciprocitv  Treaty 
with  the  United  States. 

Tt  was  a  great  surprise  to  the  whole  coui.try 
when  in  1866  it  was  announced  that  Mr.  John  A. 
:Macdon!ild  had  designated  John  Sandfield  Macdon- 
ald as  the  first  Premier  of  Ontario,  for  a  writer  of 
that  day  has  truly  said :  "  Previous  to  Confederation, 
these  gentlemen  hated  each  other  as  coi-dially  as  the 
Israelites  hated  the  Egyptians."  Tn  less  than  two 
years  after  the  selection  had  been  announced.  Sir 
John  Macdonald  appears  to  have  concluded  that  a 
mistake  had  been  made,  for  in  the  Memoirs  of  Sir 
John,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Pope,  he  says  that  Sandfleld's 
intractability  and  unwillingness  to  take  advice  from 
anybody  added  not  a  little  to  Sir  ,Tohn  Macdonald 's 
responsibilities.  And  so  much  did  Sir  John  feel 
the  effect  of  Sandfield 's  attitude,  that  on  the  death  of 
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Sir  Hemy  Smith,  tlie  local  inembtT  for  Frontenao, 
he  (Sir  John)  thought  of  ninniug  in  Kronteuae  for 
the  Local  House,  as  he  "wanted  a  check  on  the  pow- 
ers that  be  iu  T(n'onto.  and  if  I  were  n  iiiciiihcr  of 
the  Local  I  could  make  all  things  pleasant  for  Sand- 
field  in  the  Dominion  Parliament."  Memoirs  Vol  2 
p.  20.  'I 

A  Meetixg  at  Hamiltox. 

T  went  by  appointment  to  Hamilton  to  meet  Sand- 
field  and  discussed  with  him  the  position  of  the 
Oathohcs  in  Ontario,  when  lie  stated  that  the  condi- 
tions that  had  theretofore  prevailed  could  not,  and 
would  not,  continue;  that  the  country  would  not,  as 
formerly,  be  torn  by  party  cries,  and  that  his  Oovorh- 
ment  would  be  a  "no  party"  Govommont,  .•omposcd 
of  leading  members  of  the  Conservative  and  Liberal 
parties,  and  T  might  rest  assured  the  Catholics  would 
be  not  only  fairly  but  generously  treated  bv  his  Gov- 
ernment. 

He  had  secured  as  members  of  his  Cabinet  Mr 
(now  Sir  John)  Carling,  Jfr.  Matthew  Crooks 
(afterwards  Sir  IMatthew)  Cameron.  Mr.  E.  B 
Wood,  and  Mr.  Stephen  Richards,  makinsr  what  was 
considered  at  the  time  a  strong  Government.  Mr. 
Carling  and  Mr.  Cameron  formed  the  leaven  of  Con- 
servatism with  which  the  Cabinet  was  leavened. 

T  took  an  active  part  during  the  campaign  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  candidates  for  both 
Houses,  and  addres,sed  meetings  in  many  of  the 
western  constituencies,  and  accompanied  the  Hon- 
ourable E.  B.  Wood  to  some  of  the  meetings 
addressed  by  him.  H/m'nsr  a  most  powerful  voice, 
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he  had  universally  ai(|iiire(l  the  sobriquet  of  "Big 
Thunder."  He  was  a  forceful  and  eonvincing 
speaker,  and  no  one  in  public  life  at  that  time  was  a 
more  telling  ov  popular  stump  orator. 

The  flovernment  was  .strenuously  oppose<l  by 
The  Glohr  and  the  otlit-i'  .jounials  classed  as  rcjire- 
senting  the  Orit  or  (Jeorgc  Brown  party.  The 
Catholics,  as  they  had  almost  to  a  man  been  adherents 
of  the  Conserxati\e  party,  supported  .John  A.  .Mac- 
donahl  and  John  Sandfield  for  the  Hou.se  of  Cnm- 
mf)ns  and  the  T^egislative  Assembly,  respectively. 

Three  yeai's  of  Sandfleld's  Administration  were 
nearly  expired,  and  as  he  was  utterly  indifferent  to 
tlie  promise  made  to  me.  T  had  reeoum'  to  the  jnvss. 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  secure  some  redress.  At 
that  time  (1870)  the  Catholics  of  London— with  the 
exception  of  eight  or  ten  electors— had  for  many 
years  been  supporters  of  the  Conservative  party,  and 
of  Mr.  Carling,  who  was  a  large  propeity  owner  in 
the  city,  and  held  the  dual  i)osition  of  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  and  of  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
ajid  was  a  Cabinet  Minister  in  Sandfield  Macdonald's 
Oovernment.  He  was  also  ji  director  of  the  Oreat 
Western  Railway,  the  owner  of  an  extensive  brewery, 
r.  large  employer  of  labor,  and  a  most  popular  citi- 
zen—a popularity  he  well  deserved,  as  his  was  a 
generous  and  kindly  disposition,  and  be  had  a  cordial 
greeting  for  all.  whether  political  f  .-iend  oj-  opponent. 
As  far  as  the  Catholic  vote  was  coticerned.  the 
like  conditions  exi.sted  in  most  of  the  western  con- 
stituencies as  in  London— almost  the  entire  body 
voted  Conservative. 

It  was  considered  the  Oovernment  was  so  firmly 
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in  the  saddle,  and  had  such  a  largo  majority  that 
Sandfield  thought  he  could  not  bo  cUsUHlgH  a;d  he 
notwithstanding  his  promises  and  asseveratlZ  a^ 
to  the  generous  treatment  to  be  a,T„rded  the  Catho- 
hcs.  was  as  unooneerned  about  keeping  his  word  as 
If  he  regarded  his  promise  as  au  idle  formalitv 

Ihe  Catholi.-s  r.f  Ontario  wore  exasin-rated  when 
they  saw  ...  The  Globe  of  October  1st.  1869  a  com- 
municatK.n  from  its  .-orrespondent  stating  that  "At 
a  political  meeting  in  North  Renfrew  o.i  the  dav  nre- 
vious  at  which  Sir  Francis  Hincks.  Thomas  Deacon, 
and  Thomas  W.  Murray-the  latter  a  prominent  Lib- 
eial  pohtician-woro   present.  Mr.   Deacon   rend  a 
T^^^Z     !  "'•■'"'•i«-^vho  had  been  taken  into  Sir 
John  A.  MacdonaWs  Oovoinment  as  Finance  Minis- 
ter-,n  wh.ch  the  latter  appealed  to  .Mr.  Deacon  for 
support,  and  promised  him  that  in  „  short  time  he 
(Deacon)  might  have  his    choice    of   .standing   for 
either  the  Local  or  Dominion  Parliaments,  and  that 
the  influence  of  the  Oovernment  and  the  Catholic  vote 
would  bo  secured  to  him  when  that  happy  tin.e  should 
arrive. 

Tho  Catholic  vote  in  Konfrow  .'onstituted  an  im- 
portant factor  in  a  political  ..ontest.  and  this  a.ssump- 
tionbytheOovernmont  and  Sir  Francis  Hincks  that 
they  could  barter  it  in  the  interest  of  anv  man  or 
party.  T  maignantly  repelled  th.^ough  the  press  in 
tne  toliowiiig  comm.mication  to  Thr  Globe- 

"Indeed.  Sir  Pranci.s.  you  are  most  liberal.  Like 
the  Centurion  of  old.  you  ap,x.ar  to  be  'a  man  in 
authority.  All  you  have  to  say  to  tho  Catholics  of 
Kenfrew  is  'Go !'  and  your  behest  is  immediately  com- 
plied with;  or  to  say  'Come!'  and  the  mandate  is  at 
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once  obeyed.  Yoii  'KoniunK'  o\it  in  Renfrew  have 
an  easy  tuHk-iiiiistcr.  Uc  miys  he  only  wants  to  use 
you  for  n  timo,  when  he  will  consifleratoly  hiiml  over 
your  votes  to  mu-li  siucessor  as  he  niuy  choose  to 
designate,  when  the  inHuence  of  the  Ooveniment  and 
the  Catholic  vote  will  he  'secured'  to  the  next  Govem- 
I  ^  i  iient  hack  who  chIIs  upon  you  and  demands  election. 

Does  Sir  Krancis  not  tell  you  and  every  elector  in 
Renfrew  that  he  has  purchased  your  influence  and 
has  determined  on  selling;  you  I 

"Yes.  Mr.  Editor,  this  is  the  class  of  men  the 
Catholics  of  Ontario  have  been  supporting  in  the 
past:  men  who  made  use  of  tlicin  merely  to  betray; 
who  had  no  thoiight  of  advocating  or  upholding  their 
interests,  and  who  when  they  had  secured  their  votes 
ceased  to  give  their  dupes  one  thought.  And  this  is 
one  of  the  class  who  to-day,  as  the  (Jovernment  candi- 
date in  Xortli  Renfrew,  tells  Mr.  Deacon  if  he  will 
only  become  a  purchasable  conimoditx'  that  'the 
Catholic  vote  will  be  secured'  to  him  in  some  future 
year.  Could  downright  effrontery  and  unblushing 
impudence  go  further?  «  •  »  rpj^j^^  ^,^^^  ^^ 
tell  the  Catholics  of  Renfrew  that  he  will  dispose  of 
their  votes,  is  almost  too  much  to  expect  even  from 
Sir  Francis  Hincks. 

"Ever  since  John  A.  Macdonald  entered  Parlia- 
ment the  Catholics  have  been  supporting  the  political 
party  which  now  reigns;  and  I  for  one  fail  to  see  in 
what  manner  they  have  been  even  remotely  benefited 
by  the  alliance.  Having,  as  it  were,  become  blind 
followers  of  the  man  in  power,  they  have  been  treated 
with  a  proper  degree  of  contempt :  and  having  been 
servile  followers  for  so  long,  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
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they  would  now  endeavour  to  throw  off  the  shaRkleR 
— Hlaver\-  to  'the  party'  haR  become  habitual,  nn.l 
they  pould  not  vote  themselves  free. 

"That  is  the  position.  And  how  r-ould  it  be 
possible  not  to  side  with  tlint  enlightened  Koman 
Catholic  who  i)iciii)ies  the  position  of  Premier  of 
Ontario— the  upright  and  conscientious  John  Sand- 
fleld.  (!!!)  •  .  •  This  is  the  man  whom  the 
Cathohes  of  Ontario  entrusted  with  tlieir  interests, 
and  they  now  know,  and  feel,  how  grosslv  th-y  have 
been  deceived.  •  •  .  His  davs  as  a  politician 
are  numbered.  He  never  had  any  influence  for 
good,  and  his  influence  for  evil  will  soon  pass  from 
him. 

"It  is  time  the  Catholics  wore  orgnnizinj;,  if  thev 
ever  expect  to  accomplish  an.vthinR  for  themselves. 
If  they  unite  and  act  in  concert  much  good  can  be 
accomplished.  By  respecting  themselves,  others  will 
respect  them ;  and  they  cannot  do  the  first,  or  expect 
the  last,  so  long  as  they  yield  up  their  political  allegi- 
ance bliudly  and  are  led  by  the  politicians  who  have 
hitherto  made  use  of  them  merely  for  purposes  of 
their  own." 

"Did  either  the  Dominion  or  Local  Ooverunients 
fulfil  one  of  the  promises  made  to  the  Catholics  by 
John  A.  or  John  Sandfield  prior  to  the  elections?  If 
so,  let  me  know  one  instance  in  which  they  have  been 
true  to  their  promises  and  1  will  be  silent.  But  to 
remain  silent  under  the  ignominious  treatment  the 
Catholics  of  Ontario  have  received  would  be  criminal 
in  any  of  the  body  who  has  power  to  raise  his  voice 
and  give  a  word  of  warning  to  his  co-religionists. 
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And  it  U  my  intention  to  ventilate  this  siibjeot,  and  1 
hope  not  without  ({o<kI  effect." 

It  id  no  more  thiwi  jntttice  tn  tiie  memorv  of  Sir 
Francis  HiuclcM  ti»  record  that  he  enjoyed  in  n  marked 
degree  the  good-will  and  conHdence  of  the  Iriah 
Catholics  during  bin  earlier  political  can-er.  For, 
although  the  Bon  of  an  KpiM<-opul  clergyman  and  a 
strong  Protestant,  he,  during  the  existence  of  the 
Hincks-Morin  (lovemnient,  gave  many  tangible 
proofs  of  kindly  interest  in  his  countrymen  profesB- 
ing  the  ancient  faitli,  for  whicli  they  could  not  be 
otherwise  than  grateful.  And  it  was,  therefore,  a 
great  surprise  and  shock  to  them  that  he  should  have 
so  far  forgotten  himself  as  to  undertake  to  barter 
their  votes  to  an  opponent  to  induce  him  to  withdraw 
from  the  contest. 

As  the  Provincial  Legislature  was  expected  to 
dissolve  early  in  1871,  the  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  the  time  for  dissolution  drew  nigh,  wen- 
becoming  anxious  as  to  the  fate  of  the  Ministry  on 
appealing  to  the  electorate,  and  strong  solicitations 
and  frenzied  pleadings  came  from  the  f(o\cniment 
organs  for  Catholic  support. 

The  Toronto  Leader — the  principal  Government 
organ — on  the  29th  December.  1870,  contained  an 
appeal  of  the  character  stated,  the  tenor  of  which  can 
be  gathered  from  paragraphs  extracted  therefrom 
and  contained  in  the  following  letter  written  by  me, 
which  appeared  in  the  London  Arivertuer  of  the  30th 
December. 

An  Appeal  to  Cathotjcs. 

"The  great  'Moderate  party,'  or  the  'party  of 
no  party  issues,'  is  in  a  state  of  ferment,  and  has 
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become  verj'  Holii-itiiun  ufiout  tin-  Ciitholif  vote  at  the 
next  election.  When**  thiH  xrcat  dexiii'  to  (concili- 
ate tbia  religioim  b<Hiy  at  tlie  pivwnt  .jiini'tuic  I  Of 
what  have  the  'no  imrty'  |»e<ipli'  im-v.  guilty  that  tliey 
are  afraid  their  fonuer  Cathoiii-  «up|«)rtei>t  art' 
about  to  ilewrt  them  t  It  cannot  be  that  the«e  'fair 
trial'  men,  thew  "fair  play'  poiiticiaim.  after  suc- 
ceeding at  the  electiouH,  ignored  the  exiKterice  of  that 
element  wiiich  contributed  so  much  to  their  succeiw  f 
Yes!  they  are  afraid  that  the  Catholics  have  some- 
thing to  complain  of,  and  liencc  "the  great  Mmlerate 
party'  is  prepared  to  deal  most  liberally  in  promises 
once  more.  Just  trust  us  this  once,  and  see  what 
we  'won't  do"  for  you.  They  have  Ih'cu  at  the  game 
of  'won't  do'  for  sixteen  years,  and  have  fultilled 
their  contract  in  that  particular  in  the  letter;  and 
would  now  gladly  undertake  the  pleasing  duty  of 
performing  a  siuiilur  service  on  like  tenns  for  the 
succeedine  four  years.  The  nienihcrs  of  both  the 
iJomiuitii.  -md  Ontario  (iovcrnnients  intend  trying 
the  experiment  again;  and  for  that  purpose  that  im- 
maculate sheet,  Thi  Li'ndft;  has  disinterred  old  ex- 
tracts from  Thfi  Globe  as  showing  George  Brown's 
views  yeai-s  ago,  and  (juoting  them  as  a  reason  why 
the  Catholics  should  not  support  tile  Keform- party, 
and  winds  up  thus: 

'■  'L'audace,  I'nudace,  et  encore  raudacel'  was 
Dauton's  favorite  hiotto.  In  bold  recklessness 
Oeorge  Brown  is  a  Danton  in  his  way.  It  does  not 
seem  to  give  him  a  single  (jualm  to  assert  the  very 
opposite  of  what  is  the  fact.  The  Roman  Catholic 
body  can  see  from  the  extracts  we  have  quoted  how 
tenderly  Mr.  Brown  niireed  and  cherished  it  when  it 


was  not  so  strong  as  it  is  to-day.  Tt  has  grown  into 
influence  and  position  and  respcptability,  not  by  his 
fostering  eare,  biit  in  spite  of  it.  It  is  to  the  great 
Moderate  party  the  Roman  Catholics  owe  whatever 
pi'ivileges  have  been  acu'orded  them  by  statutory 
enactment;  and  it  is  from  the  Moderate  party  alone 
that  they  can  continue  to  receive  equal  rights  in  our 
mixed  community.  What  can  they  expect  from  a 
party  led  by  a  man  who  could  so  foully  slander  them 
as  did  George  Brown  when  he  fancied  that  a  Protest- 
ant majority  would  give  him  undisputed  sway  in 
Upper  Canada  ?  Let  them  ask  themselves  this  tiues- 
tion  in  the  liglit  of  the  extracts  which  we  have  given 

above,  and  who  can  doubt  what  their  answer  will  be  ? 

#     «     « 

"What  has  (leorge  Brown  to  do  with  the  course 
the  ("atholics  should  pursue,  if  they  feel  the  party  at 
present  in  power  has  not  treated  them  fairly?  this 
setting  George  Brown  off  against  any  effort  to  seek 
for  uew  political  associations  has  been  tried  success- 
fully too  often,  and  it  won't  answer  the  purpose  any 
longer.  For  sixteen  years  Sir  John  A.  Macdonald 
has  received  the  almost  unanimous  .support  of  the 
Catholics,  and  through  their  instrumentality  he  has 
been  kept  in  power.  He  knows  it,  and  feels  it,  and 
cannot  attempt  to  deny  it.  Now,  what  is  his  record  of 
benefits  bestowed  upon  those  who  have  so  .systemati- 
cally and  unwaveringly  befriended  him?  Can  he 
show  one  constituency  where  the  efforts  of  himself 
or  his  friends  were  effectual  to  return  a  Catholic 
member  of  Parliament  ?  ( 'an  he  to-day  point  to  any 
office  of  any  emolument  ever  bestowed  on  a  Catholic 
without  its  having  been  wrung  from  himf  There 
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was  a  County  <'oiirt  Judgeship  in  Kingston  at  his 
disposal  a  few  months  ago,  and  of  all  the  men  to 
whom  John  A.  was  under  obligations  there  was  none 
to  whom  he  was  more  indebted  than  to  James 
O'Reilly.  •  ♦  ♦  He  was  a  Catholic,  and  that 
was  sufficient  to  exclude  him  from  this  judicial 
position. 

"It  is  in  the  face  of  this  we  are  told  'it  is  to  the 
great  Moderate  party  that  the  Catholics  owe  what- 
ever pri\ileges  have  been  accorded  to  them  by  statu- 
tory enactment.'  Dear  me!  What  "statutory 
enactments'  are  there  which  conferred  such  "great 
privileges'  upon  us,  and  for  which  we  are  to  be  under 
eternal  obligation  to  'the  great  Moderate  party?" 
Tell  me,  O,  James  Beaty,  what  these  'enactments'  are. 
Why  was  I  so  stupid  i  Why  can  I  ever  forget  that 
we  have  Separate  Schools !  Yes,  Separate  Schools ! 
Separate  Schools!  AYhat  else  do  \v'U  want?  What 
more  can  you  desire?  This  is  'those  statutory  enact- 
ments' to  which,  no  doubt,  reference  is  continually 
made  as  couforriug  important '  privileges. '  And  f oi' 
this  we  are  to  be  thankful  to  'the  great  Moderate 
party,'  of  which  James  Beaty,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Leader,  is  a  shining  light. 

•'But  we  are  further  told  'that  it  is  from  the 
Moderate  party  alone  we  can  continue  to  receive 
equal  rights.'  Indeed!  If  we  are  to 'continue  to 
receive  equal  rights'  we  must  have  experienced  that 
inestimable  blessing  already.  Certainly  we  have 
had  to  pay  our  taxes ;  that  is  a  right  we  enjoy  in  com- 
mon with  the  rest  of  our  fellow-subjects.  I3ut  when 
it  comes  to  distributing  the  offices  and  emoluments  in 
the  gift  of  the  Government,  rights  are  not  mentioned 
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aTi^thlt   f    ''^V  l'a^■e  tee.,  .systematioallv  ignored 
hom  the  Lead.,,  that  'we  h,n-e  gn.wn  into  influenre 

-ssrsr^r-"" "•"»"•— 

-We  want  nothing  but  what  i.s  fair  and  ri^ht 
from  any  politieal  partv;  and  we  want    md  Inl  . 
-eeive,  e,ual  and  even-handed  ^Sci^^ ,  ^ 
MIow-.e,t,^e„sofevery  reli,.io„.  persuasion     1,tha 
It  has  not  been  eon.-eded  to  us  by  those  in  povver  we 

EoVrl '^ ^.'''T^'^  '""^ political alZ:  ' W 
haxe  not  been  deeoned  onee.  but  manv  times  bv  those 
wlio  hold  the  reins  of  sovernment-  '>,r,T7' 
hass'iiH-'w.  I.  J  .''"**^™""'it,  and  a  wise  man 
has  said .  He  who  deeenes  me  onee  it  is  his  fault  but 
f  he  deeenes  me  twiee  it  is  my  fault.'  We  iV. ve 
:;:.:  ;;:;;;-'^""--  .t-  trusting,  in  the  past,  an,: 

h,ne  had  so  many  mstanees  of  the  faithlessness  of 
he  ».en  on  whom  we  relied  that  we  deserve  the  eo 

te„,pt  of  every  independent  mind  if  we  do  ...  t   nsi  t' 

on  be,ng  treated  in  a  different  spirit. 

"The  Catholies  to  a  man  supported  Bakhvin  •uid 

Lafonta.ne.  and  it  was  in  those  davs  that  a  's 

animate  ti!;R:frLa:^:;;;rs3B:M'"" 

and  Lafontaine  when  the'   laid  tL^undal    'n "f 

the  part,^  m  Canada,  and  to  the  Reformers  Teon""d. 

we  «„st  now  look  for  that  fair,  equitable,  andlus; 
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tr^^  v^h  I  .„  .onvin,.ed  the,  a.  p.p„..a  to 

Mr.  David  Mills,  M.P..  wrote  n.e  tr„,n  Clearville 
nnder  date  27th  Decemher.  1870  (whieh  is  Hearlv  a 
mistake,  as  my  letter  to  the  Advertise,-  ,lid  «„t  appear 
nnt,  the  ...th  Deeember).  sayi.^:  "1  read  «1{h 
eieat  deal  of  interest  your  letter  \n  the  Advevtisn- 
Hnd  have  „o  doubt  it  will  do  a  great  d..,!  of  good' 
What  we  n,.w  want  is  a  fair  representation  of  K„mnn 
<ath„h.-  ,.andidates  in  .'onstitueneies  in  whieh  thev 
have  a  fan-  chance  of  suecess-and  then  the  union 
will  be  fan-ly  re-establishe,l.  ff  F.  .Sn,iti,  ,„.,.,„„^,  , 
supporter  of  the  Covernment  aud  0'(\,nnor  is  t.-,ken 

e_fforts.  rh.s  n  seems  to  n,e  is  a  threatened  danger 
that  must  be  met.  Sir  John  sent  his  friend  O'Reillv 
(James  O'Reilly,  K.<^.  of  Kingston)  a  month  since 
west  to  eonnteraet  what  is  being  done  bv  vourself  aud 
others.  I)„  you  know  what  success  he  iiad  ?  1  shall 
be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  anv  time." 

Mr.  O'Reilly.  T  ascertained,  had  visited  Paris 
^gersoll.  St.  Thon.as.  London.  Biddulph.  Chatham' 
Windsor.  Amheretburg,  StrattV.rd.  Ooderi,-h,  and 
l»ublin.      His  inis.sioii  was  not  a  success 

There  were  no  "others"  taking  any  part  with  me 
in  the  west.  Mr.  C.  F.  Fraser.  of  B.wkville.  was  most 
aetive  ,n  the  eastern  portion  r.f  the  Province,  and 
accomplished  more  in  that  section  for  the  Liberal 
cause  than  any  one  man  had  done  in  the  previous 
twenty  years. 

My  letter  published  in  the  Advertiser  brought 
down  on  me  unlimited  denunciation  and  abuse  The 
CathoUc  Freeman  of  Toronto,  in  an  arti<-le  headed 
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The  Catholic  Support,"  attacked  the  writer  (whom 
It  did  not  know)  with  a  virulence  which  I  find  is  sel- 
dom 1  anifested  except  by  a  subsidized  organ       To 

29 'iir^'"f '„"'  "  '•■""  »"  ^''^  «'"*'■.  of  January 
^A  J871,  as  follows: 

The  Cathouc  Suppobt. 
"My  attention  has  been  directed  to  an  article  in 
The  Camdia,,  Frerma,,,  under  the   above   heading 
which  IS,  no  doubt,  intended  as  a  'cruslier'  to    mv 
letter  in  the  London  Advcrtimr. 

"I  regret  there  was  not  'soinetliing  worth  read- 
ing   in  the  letter  to  which  The  Frcema,,  has  taken 
umbrage  but  every  one  has  not  delegated  to  him  the 
responsibility  of  'sustaining  tlie  Miuistrv.'  and  hence 
It  ^.annot  be  expected  that  all  «oul,l  write  witli  the 
brilliancy  and  pungency  of  The  Fr.;ma,>\  editor 
He  has  basked  in  that  'sun  of  sartorial  splendor  '  the 
refulgent  rays  of  a  Cabinet  Minister's  countenance- 
how  then,  could  he  be  insipid  ?      To  prove  that  such 
would  be  an  impossibility,  I  haxc  onlv  to  refer  vour 
readers  to  the  article  in  question,      ('an  it  be  doubted 
a  ter  reading  it,  that  Thr  Fnrmn,,  is  the  creator  and 
director  of  (^atholic  pul)lic  opinion  in  Ontario  i'  Who 
would  be  so  absurd  as  to  doubt,  t<.  fear,  to  hesitate 
under  such  a  leader? 

"When  The  Freenuu,  undertakes  to  (u-iticize 
again  an  adherence  to  facts  might  prevent  some 
egregious  blunders.  It  says:  'He  knows  so  much 
about  the  matter  that  he  gives  John  A.  Macdonald 
credit  for  the  Separate  Schools  Bill.'  I  knew  so 
much  about  it  I  never  mentioned  John  A.'s  name  in 
connection  with  Separate  Schools.  Here  is  what  I 
said :  'It  is  in  the  face  of  this  we  are  told,  "It  is  to  the 
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great  Moderate  party  that  the  Roman  Catholics  owe 
whatever  privileges  have  been  a.-r-orded  to  them  bv 
statutory  ,.na..fments."     Dearme!      Wliat  statutorv 
enactments  arc  there  which  conferred    su.-h    'Kreat 
privileges'  upon  „s.  and  for  which  we  are  to  be  undo- 
eternal  obliRation  to  the  'great  Moderate  partv?'  Toll 
me.     O    .Tames    Beaty,     what     these     'enactments- 
are.      \Vhy  was   I  so  stupid.'      Whv  can    I  over 
forget    that    we    have    Separate    Schools?      Yes 
Separate    Schools!      Separate    Schools!!        What" 
else    do   you    want?     What  more  can  von  desire? 
iJiis  IS   those  statutory  enactments'  to   which    ii„ 
doubt    reference  is  continually   made  as  conferring 
important  'privileges.'      And  for  this  we  are  to  be 
thankful  to  'the  great  Moderate   part  v.'   „f   which 
James  Beaty.  the  proprietor  of  The  Leader,  is  a  shin- 
ing light." 

The  Separate  Schooi.  Leolslatio.v. 
"  Every  Catholic  knows  it  was  '  Scott 's  Bill  '  and 
that  It  was  pa.ssed  during  the  e.xistence  of  a  Keform 
Administration.  But  we  are  likewise  well  aware 
that  when  any  benefits  ,.ould  result  from  so  doing 
John  A.  Ma.-donald  and  his  followers  alwavs  pro- 
claimed  that  without  their  aid  and  support  the  Bill 
could  not  liave  passed,  and  hence  the  Catholics  were 
under  the  everlasting  obligation  referred  to  periodi- 
cally by  The  Lender  and  papers  of  that  stripe  Tliere 
IS  no  ..ancelling  of  that  debt.  The  gratitude  w,.  owe 
John  A.  and  his  friends  entitles  them  to  a  life  lease 
of  our  votes. 

"Now,  I  for  one  say  the  obligation  is  all  the  other 
way.      We  have  .supported  John  A.  and  his  friends 
election  after  election,  ,„,d  stuck  to  them  through 
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good  report  and  evil  report.  Has  anything  been 
vouchsafed  to  us  in  return  for  tliese  tangible  favoui-s  f 
The  Freeman  '.s  editor  is  a  friend  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, 'ii  su|)porter  of  the  Oovermnent,'  and 
f-nii  easily  obtain  from  official  sources  and  publish  for 
the  cnlightenniont  of  the  Catholics  generally  a  list 
of  the  benefits  experienced  by  Catholics  as  a  return 
foi'  this  sui)port.  The  editor  of  The  Freemai,  has 
experienced  that  heart  sickness  occ^asioned  hv  'hope 
deferred,'  and  he,  better  than  any  one  I  know,  could 
tell  us  how  laxish  the  Ministry  are  of  promises,  and 
how  niggardlv  tliey  are  in  the  performance.  He  is 
another  of  tliose  'victims  of  misplaced  confidence,' 
who.  having  be<-(.me  a  blind  follower  of  .John  A.,  has 
met  the  reward  iliat  tliat  unscrupuh>us  politician  be- 
stows on  those  who  have  sacrificed  their  independ- 
ence. 

"A  few  facts  will  be  of  much  more  utility  in  the 
discussion  of  the  present  question  than  a  column  of 
tii-ade  against  The  Globe  '.s-  j)ast  transgressions.  The 
Globe  does  not  suit  The  Fieemnii  'k  editor;  he  should, 
therefore,  fly  for  comfort  and  consolation  to  that 
more  congenial  sheet  The  Patriot,  issued  by  James 
Beaty  as  a  sort  of  antidote  to  the  'liberal  profes- 
sions' contained  in  that  other  Government  organ 
The  Leader.     •     »     * 

Treatment  of  f  ■athoi.ics. 

"Those  are  the  directors  of  public  opinion,  in 
which,  we  are  told,  the  Catholics  should  confide;  they 
should  certainly  do  so  if  they  want  a  continuance 
of  the  treatment  they  havi'  experienced  for  the  past 
sixteen  years.  And  yet  these  are  the  people  The 
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Freeman  would  have  us  believe  it  is  oiir  duty  to 
support.  Out  upou  .such  folly!  sucii  .'onsummute 
subserviency  as  tlmt!" 

"I  may,  acfordiiig  to  The  Freema>,,  be  an 
Ignoramus,'  l)ut  I  have  a  due  appreeiation  of  when 
J  have  been  kicked,  and  am  ignorant  cnoMsli  not  to 
covet  the  society  of  those  who  have  thus  ti'eated  me, 
and  would  do  so  again  if  tlie  oppoitunitv  wa.s 
affoi'ded  them. 

•'I  may,  as  The  Fi-eemaH  states,  bo  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  political  history  of  Canada  for  the 
past  twenty  years,  and  from  wliat  little  I  know  I  do 
not  desire  to  dwell  upon  tlie  retrospect  it  affords,  foi- 
Jt  IS  not  a  pleasing  |)icture,  even  under  the  most 
favourable  light,  for  my  .'(.-religionists  to  look  upon, 
and  the  sooner  we  have  a  change  of  scenerv  the 
better.  We  cannot  by  any  possibilitv  be  anv  wor.se 
off  than  we  are  at  present.  We  ha^■e  becil  duped 
often  enough,  and  it  is  time  our  past  e.xperience 
taught  us  a  lesson,  if  we  are  ever  to  learn  anything. 
The  opportunity-  to  redeem  the  past  will  soon  arrive, 
and  I  hardly  think  the  thimder  of  The  Freeman  will 
prevent  the  Oatholics  of  Ontario  from  seeking  an 
alliance  where  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  having 
equal  and  even-handed  justice  meted  out  to  them 
in  common  with  every  citizen  of  the  Dominion." 

The  Freeman,  having  discovered  the  writei'  of 
the  letters  in  The  Advertiser  and  Globe,  the  "ignor- 
amus" cry  Avas  abandoned,  and  the  accusation  made 
that  I  was  actuated  by  selfish  motives.  Yes!  I 
was  selfishness  pei-sonified  when  I  was  opposing  two 
Governments  possessed  of  prestige,  power,  and  pat- 
ronage, and  had  allied  myself  with  a  party  which, 
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trom  the  iudi.-atious  tlieii  existiug,  was  likely  to 
i-emam  iu  ti.e  unenviable  position  of  being  without 
these  magnetic  influences  for  many  years  to  come. 

Ax     INTKRVIKW    WITH    Sa.NDFIKI.U    MaCDOXALD. 

Towards  the  end  of  January,  1871,  while  return- 
ing from  Toronto  to  J.ondon.  John  Saudtield  Mac- 
donald  and  Mr.  (now  Sir  John)  Carling  and  Mr. 
J.   W.  Langmuir,  th'«n    inspector    of    prisons    and 
asylums,  were  on  the  train,  and  when  Hamilton  was 
reached   the   directors'  car  of  the   Great  Western 
Railway  was  attached,  when  Mr.  I'arling  came  and 
vyanted  me  to  go  into  the  directors'  car,  saving  that 
Sandtield  Macdonald  wished  very  much  to  see  me 
I  at  first  declined,  stating  that  an  interview  between 
Sandfield  and  myself,  I  felt  certain,  would  not  be  a 
harmonious  one.      Mr.  Carling,  however,  urged  me 
so  strongly  that  1  yielded,  and  found  Sandfleld  and 
Mr.  John  W.  Langnmir  in  the  car.      Sandfleld  said 
he  had  never  visited  the  London  Asylum,  and  the\- 
were  on  their  way  to  inspect  it.      But  having  learne;i 
before  leaving  Toronto,  from  an  authentic  soun-e, 
that  it  was  Sandfield 's  intention    to    dissolve    the' 
House  in  a  few  days.  1  concluded  that,  while  the 
professed  object  was  the  asylum  visit,  the  real  one 
was  to  interview  a  most  influential  person  in  Lon- 
don; and  it  turned  out  that  I  wa.s  right  iu  mv  con- 
.jecture.       The  influential  party  referred  to  would 
gladly  have  .seen  Mr.  Oarling  alone,  but  refused  to 
■see     Sandfield,     and    the    latter    retreated    greatlv 
chagrined.        During    our     interview,     Sandfleld 
assailed  mo  with  asperity  for  attacking  himself  and 
his  Government  through  the  press.      I  replied  in 
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n.e  that  I.e  w,...ld  .,«..  l.is  best  .....leav-,,,,..  t..  serur. 

CatholKs    y.ml.l   ..pce.v,.  fair  ..oimideration    i„    tlie 
bestowal  of  tl...  patronage,  an.l  tl,at  tia.s..  ,.ro.„is...s 
had  been  shamefully  disregarded.       H,.  turned  on 
me  and  asked,  ••  Where  are  your  men  I"      M  v  replv 
was:  •  V\  hat  do  you  n.eanf      One  of  tl...  organs  of 
'ZJ::ii'r?'  /--/--..ro..l„i.n.s  ..  have  beeo„.; 
Lr.   H    f     V      ""P"''^""^-       V..U  brand  „s  with  the 
br.,nd  of  interionty.  and  in  the  next  breath  denoun.-e 
us  tor  not  supporting  you.      Y,.„  will  Hnd  out  bc-fore 
the  eler^mn  ,s  over  where  our  n.en  are. "    |  reminded 
urn  ot  his  treatment  of  J)-Ar.-y  M,.(iee.    His  answer 
to  that  aeeusation  was  that  he  wanted  to  do  all  tlu- 
..rinking  for  the  Cabinet  himself.      I  aske.l  him  win 
he  dnl  not  do  it  for  his  pre.sent    (iovernn.ent.    and 
leminded  hnn  that  one  of  the  most  eapable  of  his 
eo  leagues  was  n..t  a  teetotaler,  but  that  \u'  (Sand- 
held)  dare  not  turn  hhn  out,  beeau.se  if  he  did  the 
Government  vvould  be  wreeked  as  his  forn.e,-  one 
liad  been  by  McGee. 

Sandfield  was  anxious  to  impress  upon  me  the 
strength  and  popularity  of  his  Government,  and  as 
the  tram  passed  through  the  <lifferent  ridings  would 
remark  that  Mr.  So-and-So  is  to  run  in  this  riding 
and  will  sweep  it;  Mr.  Blank  will  run  in  that  one 
and  carry  ,t  for  the  Govermnent  by  a  large  majority  .' 
and  when  Ingersoll  was  reached  he  said-  "We  are 
sending  Richards  tip  here  to  South  Oxford,  and  he 
will  carry  it  by  five  hundred  majoritv  " 

At  the  election  in  1867  Mr.  Richards  had  car- 
ried Niagara  by  a  good  majority,    but  after  .our 
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-nte«ted  Oxfonl  ...  would.  L.tcu,  ..    '  , ;  il'l'    '': 

Pheey  wan  neuH.v  fulHil..,!.  as  1...  was  defeated  bv 
Ad«,n  Oliver  by  alK„.t  four  h.u.drerl  • 

Handfield's  parti.iR  .shot,  before  leaving  the  -ar 
at  London,  was  to  tell  me  (  was  a  "(Jrit."  Therf  i 
no  means  of  eonveyin,  the  intense  seorn  wit  ih 
he  uttered  tins;  and  f,...„,  the  manner  in  wh H  it 
w««  dehvered,  he  evi.lently  eonside.^d  it  on  .  h^ 
most  eontun.elio„.s  epithets  whieh  eould  le  ,  .,  i^ 
n.  anyone.    I  said  I  never  was.  an.i  never  eon  d    efa 

-.Tforn,etodothat.as    .^.^^el^^^V:    'T: 
^e  pmended  to  be-a   Baldwin  Ue„"::': 
was  b««„se  .  believed  he  was  sue,,  that  .  s.„.  : i 
ftin.  at  the  previous  election 

MaedtJald  IrH'*"'  '""  """""*'"'  "•'^"  «-"!««"• 
4.«iacaonaid  the  House  was  dissolved     th^      i    »■ 

being  fixed  lV.r  the  2IstMai.eh.T':^;..,;;^- 
season  for  eonduetin^  a  political  .unpZTt^ 
winds  were  cold.  damp,  and  penet,-.tin»^  Ja  ■ 
localities  the  roads  were  nlmrim^i L .' "'t  "'"r 
wHhstandin,  these  drawbacks,  ea^t  '^ira 
their  forces  and  enlisted  the  services  of  everv  ,•!  . 
obtainable  to  help  in  the  contest.  "     ''™'* 
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Thk  f'ATHor.K  League 
•').'«.•  Si,.   "^:'"""-^"''""V'-"an.,871. 

Won.  Krmik  Smith  in   hr  •      ^''•' ,"■•*"''■""'•  "f  H.o 

f '•"'•>    their    Tinmbo,..  f'"-  '  «tli..lK..s  ,„■,■  ontithd  t„. 
An.on.  fho.0  Z;"^^'''-    ""'     '"^^'"-"- 
"':"■  ^r"'"^  «""tl'.  Toronto. 

.T  n  aI^;";"";:'  ^'"■'-^"-  Toronto. 
■'•  l>.  .MoiTifk.  Meivhant.  Toronto 

Patr..^-  Hy,„.s.  AMc„n«„.  Toronto 
John  rarroll.  PontrM.tor.  Toro  to 
Thomas  M,-rross,.„.  Afpr<h  nt    T        . 
Thoma«  Wii.        ir      ,   ""''nt,  Toronto. 
Pa  ri    n    T'-  ^''■'"'""'♦-  Toronto. 

R    .      ,  ^"'""■-  ^-P-  Windsor. 
R.ohard  W.  Seott.  M.P.P.,  Ottawa 
•iohn  MoKoown.  Barri.stor.  ^^n 
.TamP.spnw.son.  M.-n-hant.  Somb," 
John  B.  William.s.  Chatham. 

P.  Mr-Gnrry.  Barri,strr,  Onelph. 


"TheKC  Kentlcinen,  iilt)ioii|;li  nrting  i,u  difTeront 
Hiili'K  in  fwst  politinil  .■..ntcNfM.  w..|T  Mimnimoiwlv 
BRm'd  thnt  the  CitholirH  sli.Mil.l  unite  iind  innkr  ii 
di'tmnuicd  cffoit  tn  s..riiiv  «n.di  junt  i('i.irN(.iitiifi..ii. 

•Von  arc.  tliiTefoic,  invited  to  ntti'iid  ;i  niertinff 
to  he  lield  i,i  tliiM  city  on  'I'lnirHdiiv.  the  ninth  d;iy  of 
Mni-eh  nett.  at  7.;!0  p.m..  at  the 'fesiden..e  of  .l'  I) 
Mrrriel<,  Ks,,..  \o.  l,-,4  Al„tnnl  Street,  to  iii.|H.int  ,. 
'I'roviNioniil  Kxeentive  (\.niniittee.'  and  to  di.M^nxs 
Mueh  a  plan  of  orKanizntion  as  will  hent  insure 
unifomiity  of  action  hy  Catliolirs  tlirouchont  tlie 
Province. 

"As  it  is  nnderstwid  tliat  tlie  elections  for  tlie 
next  Parliament  of  Ontario  will  he  held  at  an  early 
date,  there  is  no  time  to  he  lost,  and  it  is  hoped  voii 
will  see  the  importance  of  tlie  proi)o.se<l  movement, 
and  that  yon  will  feel  it  to  he  voiir  imi)erative  duty 
to  meet  your  fpllow-Catholh-s.  at  the  time  and  place 
ahove  indicated,  to  aid  them  hy  your  hearty  co- 
operation and  advice,  in  imsliin!;  forward  the  u'ood 
work  in  hand. 

"Yours  respectfully. 
"John  OToxNOH,  '  P.  Mfrrmiv. 

"Chairman.  Sirnhin/." 

T  was  not  present  at  the  Hrsf  meeting',  as  the 
elections  for  the  Local  House  were  to  take  p]a.-e 
three  days  after  the  date  of  the  meetins.  nnd  would 
not  he  affected  hy  it:  hut  T  attended  .1  siihsc.|Uent 
meeting  of  the  Leaf,nie.  at  which  all  those  i)i'cscnt 
recojmizcd  that  the  primary  oh.ject  to  he  -,,  hieved 
wa.s  the  securing  of  Tatholic  representation  hoth  in 
the  Dominion  House  and  T>ej:i,slative  ,\s.semWy;  but 
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he  .liffi..nlt.v  „l,i,.h  preHentH  itsolf  ,v„h  i„  r„mM,lHt 

s.::.!'  T  '■■  "■""" """  "'••*•"•• "  •"•  -■'■'- 

t^«  «-.M.n.  tl,..  .....location  h.v  tl„.  „H.,.,i„„  „,■  „.,.  ,„  , 

■nt  „,.t,..„  !,.,    ,1,..  ,.„H,„,i,.s  «.i,|,„,„  ,.,.,,,,,1     ,  ,    ,. 

"f».os,,„t,„.,..,,„.,„„„„i,„,.  ll„.Mtl„.,...  C 
h''  n-  sri„,,„t|,.v  with  Ki.„mble,x  .„•  r,.„j„,,,  ,, ',  ' 
;n..st  H.l,t  tho  l.,.ttl..  ,.o.ol..tHy  „„,1  C  ^i  " 

AH,„,„,st,.„ti..„  of  th..  s:ovor„„„.,„  of  tl„.  ,.o,.„n.v 
And  w  ,„t  I  „r«,.,l  „„s  that  «■<■  «l,o„l,|  dral  with 

A  RlTTrRE. 

Then.  wpr,.  throe  o.-  fo„r  .neeti.igs  of  the  LeaK„e 
after  the  one  T  attended,  and  J  w:,s  informed  that 
.t  be,.an.e  man,fe.st  dnrinp  these  latter  meetings  that 

fr  .^"'  f"^'  ^''"•""'■""'' '«  ^>        ■■'  t.i...  .ne  o^the,,, 

Mt  R.  W.  Seott  and  John  O'Clonnor.  the  ..hainmn 
and  the  latter  severed  his  eonneetion  with  the  ™  ■ 
and  ,n  1872  ente,-ed  Sir  John  Ma.-donald's  Oove,- ,-' 
ment  as  President  of  the  Oouneil 

Mr.  David  Mills.  M.P..  on  the  27th  „f  Ke(„.„arv 
187]  wrote  me  from  the  Honse  of  Tom.nons.  saving- 

expecting  to  sueeeed  by  a  kind  of  roup  d'etat.      My 
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own  impression  is  John  A.  is  soon  to  receive  an 
Imperial  appointment,  and  if  Sandfield  can  carry 
the  Local  elertions  he  will  jjrepare  the  way  for  him- 
self as  leader  <)f  the  ( 'onservative  party  "here.  He 
will  also,  if  he  succeeds,  prepare  the  way  for  the 
success  of  Ministers  at  the  Federal  elections.  I 
have  no  idea  that  Hincks  or  Morris  or  J.  H.  Cameron 
would  serve  under  him.  but  once  John  A.  is  oiit  of 
Canadian  politics  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  care  hut 
little  about  the  success  of  Sandfield  or  any  one  else. 
1  hope  Dawson  will  pet  the  nomination  in  Kent,  as  he 
certainly  will  if  McKellar  looks  after  the  matter  in 
time,  as  I  hope  he  will. 

"T  saw  him  in  Toronto  and  ur^ed  him  by  all 
means  to  see  that  Dawson's  nomination  was  made 
safe  in  Kent. 

"T  think  it  would  be  a  jjood  thing  if  you  and 
Cameron  would  go  down  to  Chatham,  when  the 
Reform  convention  meets.  It  would  show  that  the 
Catholics  were  generally  ai-ting  with  us  in  this 
election,  and  the  certainty  of  success  under  these 
circumstances  would  everywhere  incj-ease  the  Haii 
of  the  party,  which  is  of  great  conse<iuence  in  elec- 
tions as  well  as  in  war.  T  have  always  felt  that  this 
alliance  was  a  natural  one  and  one  necessary  for  the 
country,  and  it  afforded  me  gi'eat  pleasure  when  I 
received  your  first  letter,  fiu'  T  felt  the  first  step  was 
taken  and  the  reunion  of  a  divided  party  was  a  mat- 
fer  of  certainty,  and  should  the  restoration  of  our 
former  i-elations  now  take  place,  as  T  believe  it  will. 
T  am  sure  it  nnist  be  e(|nally  gratifying  to  you,  to 
whom  it  is  so  largely  due." 

The  "Cameron"  referred  to  in  the  above  letter 
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was  Mr.  John  Canior.,!,.  tlie  then  i.ix,priet.,r  of  thr 

After  the  (Icfoit  of  the  (■      .Miniciit    Mr    \rili ' 
•saving  tlwt  ha.l  ,t  not  beon  f„,  „„.  ,.«„„,  j„    , 

Tlie  time  betwc-n  the  dissohition  of  the  House 
"...1  tl>e  date  fixed  for  the  elections  was  so  s  u,rt 
ovry  honr  had  to  be  ntiliml  by  thos,.  takin-'  ,    r 
the  contest,  and  I  journeyed  ni«ht  and  dav 
all  weathers  to  address  n.eetings  in  the  ..onntL  o f 
Elgn,    Essex.   Huron.  Kent.  South  Oxford.   Perth 
and  M,dd  esex.      The  most  arduous  travelling  w   ' 
through  th,.  townships  of  Raleigh  and  Tilburv.  in 
Ken    as  tl,e  lands  had  not  at  that  time  been  draine 
.nd  the  roads  were  in  plaees  ahnost  subm..rgj| 

Mr.  T.  B.  Pardee  and  T  started  from  (^liatham 
.n  a  buekboard  drawn  Uy  a  pair  of  horses.  tT 

roads  were  ,n  pla-.s  in  sueh  a  founderous  eondit  .^ 

Mr  Panlee  and  myself  lm<l  fre,,uentlv  to  get  out 
ami  walk  along  the  side  of  the  highway.-  thro.^d.  t 
slush  and  nnui  of  the  nudted  snow.  We  were  wearv 
and  footsore  w-},en  the  pla,.e  of  our  fii-st  nuvting  was 
eaehed^-a  sehool  hou.se  capable  of  ,.on,fo,;,bh- 
h"l<l."R  s.xty  people,  but   into  which  one  hundred 

Z:-'"'  T\  """^ ''"'''  "■'"•-  -'—^"'  "t 

meeting,  wh.eh  was  a  ,erv  stonny  one.  but  the  wordv 
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pyrotechnics  did  not  prevent  the  fraternizing  of  the 
beihgerents  after  the  wordy  battle  was  ended. 

The  contest  in  Kent  was  watched  with  much 
anxiety  by  both  sides.  The  Opposition  candidate 
was  James  Dawson,  a  Catholic  and  a  merchant  of 
hombra,  m  the  adjoining  .•o.inty  of  Lambton,  who 
was  a  most  acceptable  candidate,  as  he  had  been 
Warden  of  his  own  county,  and,  tlierefore,  had  ex- 
perience in  public  life  and  enjoyed  the  contidence 
of  the  community  in  which  he  resided.  He  was  a 
Consen-ative.  lint  had  supjiorted  Sandfield  iVtacdon- 
ald  in  1867.  but.  like  myself,  was  dissatisfied  with 
Sandfield 's  dissimulation  and  want  of  good  faith 
HavmR  his  business  intere.sts  to  look  after,  he  was 
averse  to  accepting  the  nomination,  but  after  great 
pressure  he  consented  to  become  a  candidate. 

Kent  was  represented  by  Mr.  John  Smith,  a  sup- 
porter of  Sandfield's  Government,  during  the  pre- 
vious four  years,  and  he  was  the  Government  candi- 
date m  187]  :  the  fight  was,  therefore,  a  strenuous 
one,  but  Mr.  Dawson  was  elected  by  the  handsome 
majority  of  one  hundred  and  eighty. 

As  Mr.  Daw.son  had  i-eluctantly  entered  the  field, 
and  in  doing  so  had  made  great  .sacrifices,  he  natur- 
ally thought  that  if  the  fortunes  of  the  Liberals 
improved  his  service,«!  would  not  be  forgotten  by  the 
leaders  of  the  party.  But  after  they  reached  the 
Treasury  benches  he  was  treated  most  shamefully— 
his  sacrifices  and  services  being  absohitelv  ignored 
Dawson  resented  the  treatment  he  received,  and 
returned  to  his  former  allegiance  in  the  Conser^'ative 
ranks,  and  Sir  John  Mncdnnald,  knowing  his  worth 
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and  the  influence  he  possessed  in  tlie  Counfv  „f 
LamMon,  appointed  l,i„  postmaster  nV  SaiS  ' 

tWee^^b-rMrParS?'*  J"!  "'^^   "^S  and 

t-i^.u..ri^sr;LS^rstv^n 

strategist  of  the  £t  0^^ .  "^'"^  ^  P*'""'^''' 

non  of  patronage  was  involved:  The  rejnstrai-shin  .  f 

A  eonstitueuey  to  which,  considering  the  ne«,. 
dulph  and  McGillivray  "^         ^"^" 
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'■'l"'l.l.ed  than  M,,  Ala,.kint,..sl,.  a.  ho  wa«  th  m,„«M v 

n=:;'l;:'.!;;;;r;r" " '"^ 

At  a  inw-tinfr  „f  t|„.  ele.-t.,r.s  liel.l  i„  a  hall  over 

,W  *'•';'"'""•  '*'  '"'■■f  •■*■  f'^'  <•'">««■ -'ativo  .0,,- 
<^o  from  th.  Townships  of  Bi,w,.,p,,  T/, 
MK^lliv -ay  rop.vsonto,!  th.  Lil,o,-al  i.,tcre.st  After 
the  meet,nK  was  organize.l.  .Mr.  Carlin,.  and  th 
other  (onseryatues  there  insi.ste.l  that  f  should  first 
addre.ss  the  eleetoi-s,  and  I  aseerided  the  raised  nh 
fonn    reserved    for   the    sp<.akers.    a„,l    bgan'l^: 

four  of  the  opposite  side,  and  tindiuR  thev  were  ,„uH 
••heered  by  their  friends  in  the  audienee.  I    ^w" 
there  appeared  a  dete„ninatio„  not  to  hear  me    T 
-o..ld  not  detain  the  audienee  an^-    h>n«        Id  I 
stepped  fron,  the  ph^tfor^,.       Mr.  (-arlh,,/     ednj 
I'ow  „,,n„ous  the  taeties  of  his  friends  was   ikeIv"o 
prove,  ealled  upon  then,  to  desi.st.  and  urge    ,„e  to 
'•ontinue  n.y  address.     I.  also  for  taetieal    1™ 
refused,  and  with  the  T.iberal  representation  pro 
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the  shed.  aS  ^^r  re's:?\rr'"'^;r  ""''*^'' 
would  have  bee„  ™,.t  dii:;^:!''"^';;^;^!  ^ .--; 

-:SdS;^j:-^^^^ 

tieroo  ««.  was  burniL  a,  d  \  t    vr     J      '"u"'"''''  " 

o«h  «.ver  fails  .„  remind  me  of  tho  11,0  v  ;  ^  In 't" 
the  swamp  sfhoolhouse  •    "'*f'"  <*» 

keen  interest.  Tn  the  rpsi.lt  ti,  /^  "  "•irinfd  with 
a  slight  advantasTe       Th  OP}>"«'f><>"  "'stained 

thn  a„  '"^'■'"*''^*^-  The  majority  of  twent^•  which 
the  Govermnent  had  when  the  House  w«/ l  i  , 
was,  by  the  result  of  the  eleoHons  "^du  ed  I  '^ 
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Erne  ,X  '*"  '*"""  "'  ''''  «'^''«'>"«  ""d  sati- 
ned some  of  his  supporter  that  the  outlook  was  not 

"t  a  tew  of  them  began  to  relax,  niul  thev  assimed 
various  reasons  for  not  being  a«  warm  and  'Xm 
supporters  of  the  Government  sinee  the  election 
hey  had  been  before  it.      There  were  a  ot  the 

Conservative  members,  like  Albert  f'rinee,  of  Essex 
who  had  no  personal  regard  for  Sandfleld  Macdon-' 
C-  Sandff  V''  «"v.mment.  They  considered 
LmenfM  r     ""''""  ""  "  r'o»iti<"al  lender  was 

wiTh  «.S'  '•""traeted;  that  he  was  difficult  to  deal 
with    and  was  possessed  of  a  pettv  and  vindictive 

;art;'h?S"'""'  ^"""  "-^^'"•^  "^"'  -  -"  -' ^•' 

With  the  conditions  then  existing,  it  was  a  mat- 
ter ot  moment  as  to  which  side  conld  secure  the 
nommation  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  Liberals  were 
desirous  of  nominating  Mr.  R.  W.  Scott  (now  Se^I! 

the  tiU  of  Ottawa  in  the  Oonsen-ative  interest  and 
as  a  supporter  of  Sandfleld  Macdonald  s  Government 
he  thought  the  offer  of  the  Speakership  shouldTome 
from  his  own  side. 

When  the  House  met  on  the  7th  December,  1871 
andtEh'"^  i-ominated  by  Sandfleld  Macdonald. 
and  there  being  no  opposition,  he  became  Speaker  A 
few  days  thereafter  the  Government  was  defeated 

Trea?u^r  ''"^'''  "'^'*'  **'  Provincial 

Amongst  those  who  voted  against  the  Ministrv 
were  such  well-known  Conservatives  as  Boultbee. 
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D^con,  Grange,  Merrick,  and  Prince.      Mr  E   B 
Wood  also  voted  against  his  former  f.olleaff,ic8   '     ' 

Blake  w«"'"m''^""'*  immediately  re«ig„e,|.  „„d  Mr. 
Blake  w«.s  .-alled  upon  to  fonn  „  Ministry,  and  great 
was  the  surprise  of  the  country  to  learn  that  Mr. 
Scott,  who  resigned  the  Speakership,  was  included  in 
the  Ministry  as  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands 

A  most  a<!rinionious  debate  t(H,k  phice  in  tiie 
Assembly  over  Mr.  Wood's  resignatio,.    from    the 
Cabinet,  the  accusation  being  made  that  •,  corrupt 
bargain  had  been  entered  into  Mvveen  Mr.  Blake- 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition-and  Mr.  Wood    bv 
which  the  latter  was  to  resign  his  portfolio,  and  i".. 
effect  abandon  and  betray  his  .-olleagues       Duri.u. 
the  debate  Mr.  Blake  had  written  on  a'^iece  of^';  : 
«be  words  "Speak  now,"  and  sent  it  by  a  page  to  Mr 
Wood,  who  after  reading  tore  it  in  two  and  dropped 
It  into  a  cuspidor.      A  member  of  the  House  re.scued 
L  !f".T      ,'"""'  """^  having  joined  the  pieces  together 
had  the   document    photographed   and    distributed 
amongst  the  members. 

ij.  T^  ^'■""^  °*  "'•^  ^^y  S*^«  a  synopsis  of  Mr. 
Wood  8  reply  to  the  accusations  made  against  him 
and  one  can  imagine  the  vigor  with  which  with  his 
powerful  voice  he  hurled  the  epithets  across  the  floor 
of  the  Assembly  again.st  his  then  enemies,  whom  onlv 
a  few  days  before  had  been  his  personal  friends  and 
political  confidants. 

Mr.  Ferguson,  South  Simcoe,  said  that  in  justifi- 
cation of  himself  he  had  made  this  explanation.    He 
pitied  the  honorable  member  for  South  Brant  from 
his  very  heart.    He  believed  he  was  just  as  wretched 
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on  accouut  of  the  Ijofmyiil  of  liis  loader 


when  lie  Kave  the  kins  aii.l  iN'tramI  his  Alanter 


as  WHS  Judas 


Mr.  Wood  said  jt 


was    uiifoitiiiiato    that    .some 


luenihfi 

»  ,,      , f<"'  ••■  ■""IK  iqi  mis  mat- 

ter  aRai...     He  should  not  n-fcr  to  it  at  all  were-  it  not 
that  some  inenihers  weir  not  familiar  with  the  faets 
He  shonld  he  very  sorry  ever  to  Ik'  in  a  ,H>8ition  in' 
whieh  he  would  need  eommendation  or  a  plea  for  fair 
|)lay  from  the  hon.  meniher  for  South  Himeoe.     If  he 
ever  should  he  placed  in  that  position  he  .-ertaiulv 
should  tremhle  for  his  reputation.       He  would  not 
pretend  to  answer  tiu'  attack  whieli  had  heen  made 
upon    hnn    in    the    .-oai-se.    low    stvle    that    seemed 
so  .-onjfenial  to  tliat  gentleman.    He  would  simpiv 
make  a  statement  of  the  faets.      This    note    vvl.i.-i. 
had  again  heen  hi'ought  up  to-dav  he  had  entirelv 
forgotten,    until    in    conversation    with    the    meni- 
her for  Niagara  some  time  after  the  defeat  of  the  lute 
(.overnment.  it  oc-urred  to  him  that  the  charg..  that 
■Mr.  Blake  had  heen  writing  to  him  referred  to  this 
note      On  the  .Monday  following  his  resignation  he 
saw  Mr.  Blak."  in  the  lobhy.     He  had  g.me  liomo  after 
his  resignation  and  had  just  returned  and  heard  that 
certain  nunors  were  afloat  as  to  his  conduct,  and  he 
told  Mr.  Blake  that  he  would  take  occasion  during 
the  day  to  speak  in  reference  to  these  reports. 

Subsequently  he  .saw  Mr.  Sandfield  Macdouald— 
who.  he  might  .say.  notwithstanding  all  that  had  heen 
said,  he  did  not  believe  entertained  an  unkind  th..ught 
towards  hnn.  He  told  him  that  he  was  going  to  speak 
and  Mr.  Maedonald  asked  him  not  to  do  so.  that  of 
course,  he  knew  the  Government  was  gone,  and  recom- 
mended him  not  to  speak.  He  therefore  said  he  would 
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aot  say  a  word,  and  he  said  nothi„g.    He  was  Bvttina 
uig,  wnen  there  was  a  lu    in  the  debHte   nt,«  „*  *i, 

to  the  third  and  fourth   generations.      They  h^d 
taken    the    trouble    to    lithograph  it,  so  that  each 

haps  the  n,e.nber  for  Sim.oe.  being  a  shining  FghHn 
the  grea    sp.ttoon  party,   had   been   entrusted   ,vi 

might  be  he  d.d  not  know,  but  it  was  one   of  t^ose 

onHf^'^'"  ^'•'""'^^^  ^'^''*  ""  •^-•'t  would  IZ 
one  of  the  permanent  doeu.nents  of  the  great  partv  of 
which  he  supposed  the  hon.  „,e„,ber  hadVot  hesSted 
o  pronounce  himself  the  leader,  namelv.  ti.e  Seat 

He£.r     A^f  ^'^^  ^^''  P«P«^  he  did  not  know 

tt  Sr       Thar      !^  '"tP'''^^''  •■^'^'^  *»>--  'to" 
rne  floor       That  was  the  whole  foundation  for  the 

t3 1  ''^'°"  ^^""^"^"-  P«-o»«  it  Lfer 
from  that  just  preeLsely  what  they  chose.  But  wha 
the  hon.  gen«eman  charged  was  that  while  he  w^  a 
member  of  the  Government  and  sitting  upon  le 
Treasury  benches  he  received  a  note  from  Mr  Blake 
te  hng  hn„  that  was  the  proper  time  to  rise  and  make 
lot  ZXZ  J'"*^-- the  charge.  If  that  wt' 
not  the  charge,  there  was  no  pertinence  in  it.  He 
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gave  that  au  emphatic  aud  stroiiff  denial,  and  if  there 
had  been  woi.Ih  in  the  Knglisli    language   Wronger 
than  the  wi.nls  imed  he  would  have  UHed  them  and 
Htampod  tlic  peit«.n  malting  tlmt  charge  with  that 
infamy    he    deneived.      That    gentleman  V    hairs 
would   be  white  with   the  snow  (.f  eighty    wintew 
liefoi-e     that    stain    would    be    wiped    out    of    his 
eharacter.    Those  who  knew  liim  (Mr.  Wood)  for 
many  years  would  know  whether  or  not  a  priori  he 
eould  be  guilty  of  such  a  charge.    The  hon.  member 
had  nevertheless  so  Inr  forgotten  his  honor  as  a  man 
as  to  repeat  tlie  charge  to-ni^r|,t.    The  hon.  gentleman 
said  iie  did  not  pick  up  tliis  pain-r  and  paste  it  to- 
gether, hut   th<'   receiver  was  iis  had  as  the  thief. 
As  to  tiiis  matter  of  private  letters,  if  they  aud 
private  convei-sjitions  were  to  be  disclosed,  then  all 
intercours*'  b<>tween  liou.  gentlemen  would  lie  at  au 
end.     He  had  often  been  tempted  to  make  allusions 
to  private  niattei's.  but  lie  had  never  done  so.     He 
adverted  to  tli..  conduct  of  Sir  .John  A.  Mac-donald 
in  di.sclosing  the  contents  of  private  letters  from  jMr. 
Scott.     He  had  bc^u  charged  by    the    member    for 
Lincoln  with  accepting  a  brief  from  both  parties,  and 
at  one  time  supporting  and  at  another  time  opposing 
the  Government.     Did  the  hon.  gentleman  suppose 
that  he  must  either  support  all  the  acts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment or  oppo.se  all  their  acts?    He  would  not  .so 
denude  himself  of  his  manhood.      Hon.  gentlemen 
might  call  him  inconsistent,  but  the  people  could  dis- 
criminate between  a  slavish  support  of  either  side 
and  an  independell^  honest,  and  outspoken  course. 
He  would  not  stop  to  bandy  words  with  the  hon, 
member  for  South  Grey;  he  had  more  important 
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raatten.  to  attend  tc  He  was  lonllv  n.,t  wortl.  a 
quarrel,  ami  tl.at  up,,,,  tl.o  wlinl,.  I,,.  ruH.er  likid  the 
bon  geutloman;  he  w««  K,«Hl.n„t..r...l:  his  bite  was 
not  half  as  had  a«  hi«  bark,  lie  wa«  great  at  bark- 
ing, but  be  wan  not  much  of  a  biter  after  all  He 
W8H  great  at  u«ing  big,  high-soiiiiding  «,„.,|s  He 
reminded  him  of  the  lines : 

Uplifts  the  flub  of  Henules;  f„r  what ? 
To  brain  a  buttei-fly  <,r  cruxh  a  jjimt : 
SetK  wheels  in  wheels  on  motion,  nwful  .'latter 
To  foree  up.oue  poor  nipper  skin  „f  water; 
Bid  oeean  labor  with  tremcnchm.s  vn\r. 
To  heave  a  coi-kle  shell  upon  the  shore. 
In  every  theme  the  same  his  wondrous  art. 
Heaven's  awful  thunder  or  a  rumbling  eart. 

His  eonstituents  evidently  did  not  believe  in  the 
aceusation  ^ide  against  him.  for  th.'N-  returned  hiin 
as  a  raemh.  for  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  elee- 
tiOB  held  V  1872.  But  notwithstandin;;  this  and  not- 
withstanding the  self-vindication  of  his  sp,.,.,-h.  there 
was  a  feeling  throughout  the  country  that  there  was 
a  seeret  understanding  between  himself  and  Mr 
Blake,  or  the  "Speak  now"  direction  would  not  have 
been  written. 
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